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Wagin Water Board to meet their added
expenses incurred by their willingness
to manage their own water supply.
The board, when they took over the control
in February last, expressed their willingness
as a board—and inecidentally as a municipal
council representative of the ratepayers of
the distriet—to aecept that additional finan-
¢ial responsibility. o T have every confi-
denee that the Bill will mneet with sympa-
thetic treatment in the House and will be
given an early passage through the Cham-
ber with a view to enabimg the Wagin
Water Board to sirike a snpplementary rate.
The Bill is not restrieted to Wagin, Tt wili
have general applieation to all water boards
that may be in extstence, as well as to tho-
to be ereated in the future for the purpos:
of controlling local water supplies in the
varions centres of the State.

On motion by Mr. Davy, debate ad-
Jjourned.

Hounse adjonrned at 7.55 p.m.

Regislative gouncil,
Tuesday, 20th dugust, 1929,

PasE
Question : Land, Victoria dlstrict ... e .. 378
Address-lo-raply, eleventh day - 878
BIll: Workers' Homes, 18, ... .. .. .. 406

The PRESIDENT tfook the Chair at 140
p.m., and read pravers.

QUESTION—LAND, VICTORIA
DISTRICT.

Hon. 3. A, KEMPTOXN (for Hon, K. H.
H. Hall) a<ked the Chict Seeretary: 1, Will
the Government state whwether any ot the
arveas sitnated in the Victoria disteiet are to
he included in the 3,300 farms scheme, 2,
When will the {pnds north and east of Vie-
toria Location S$GB7, Plaw 161 80, he made
availalie tar seleetion !

[LOUNCIL.)

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1.
Whenever any suitable area of land is found
for settlement in the Victoria District, ap-
plications can be made for its development
under the Migration Agreement. 2, The
Minister for Lands and the Agricultural
Bank trmstees will be visiting this area in
the course of a few week~, after which a
decision will be arrived at,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eleventh lay,
Dehate resumed from the 13th August,

HON A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan}
[4.33}: The few words I have to offer on
this vecasion I may perhaps preface by con-
gratulating you, Mr. Pre<ident, on the ex-
cellent work you did on hehalf of the State
when in London. T may alse pay a well-
earned tribute to Mr. Cornell, who took
your place while you were away and who
presided over the deliberations of this Cham-
her with eredit to himselt and, [ am sure,
with =atistaction to the members of the
House. 1 wish also to eongratulate Mr.
Mann on having heen elected as one of the
representatives of thi- State to the Empive
Press {‘onfercnce. Lot me also congratulate
Mr. Franklin who has attsined the diznity
of Right Henourable. 1 am sorry he is nor
in his place, heeanse it he weve, T might get
on a little heiter on account of being in a
positionr in the Chamber fo hask in the hou.
member’s hizher dizaily of Right Hon, the
Lord Mayor. I appresate the well thoughi
out sprech and Ineid utterances of Mr. Sed-
don when he addressed the House the other
eveuing. | opropose to towch uwjon two
points only.  The fir<t is to endeavenr (0
remiove  the  impression  ereated by M
Fraser, in speaking on  the  Address-in-
reply, when he saggested, what has heen
more than a suggestion throughont the
country during the rece-s, that this House
was responsible for the present eondition
of the hospitals, inasmneh as it had thrown
ant the Hospital Fund Bill. Those state-
ments are quite contrary to faet, as mo-t
members know.  Thix Hou<we pasced the tu:.
Bill without dissent and nhaost without di~-
We aave the Government the full
tax for which they a~ked. Where we dif-
fered wus on the machinery Bill, and at th
tnish, o differed on one point only. Tin-
Honse said and <nid emphaticallv that it

rnssinn.
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would not be a party to subsidising private
institutions whieh were trading for profit.
1 think it is part of the Labour policy, so
fur as I ean understand it, that it has al-
ways been opposed to subsidies to private
individuals who were trading for profit.

The Honorary Minister: The Bill did not
provide for a sgh-idy to private hospitals.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Before 1 finish, [
<hall show the Honorary Minister that he
has not yet understood his own Bill. T want
the facts to be known. We amended the Bill
by declaring that we wounld not be a party
lo subsidising private institutions, and the
attitude we took was, that if anyone was to
hwnefit from the tax, it should be the person
who had contributed to the tax. Strangely
enough, when the amendment was sent to
inother place for its approval, that was the
attitude the Minister there adopted. He
~iid, “I eannot agree to this amendment be-
cause T am opposed to taking tax from
people and giving them nothiug in return.”
T suggest that the Minister did not nnder-
stand his own Bill. The measure, as pre-
~ented to Parliament, was quite clear. Under
the Bill nobedy could get anything at all
axcept the private hospital. The contributor
to the tax could get no possible fraction of
u shilling out of the eontributions he paid.
Though T remember the circumstances well,
for the sake of greater accuracy, I shall re-
fer to a copy of the Bill. Clause 10, Sub-
clause 3, reads—

Whenever a contributor to the fund, or the
dependant of a contributor receives treatment
in a private hospital or in a private ward of
« publie hospital, the department shall pay to
the hospitnl authority a sobsidy at the pre-

seribed rate towards the hospital eharges for
suell treatment.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Who would get it?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: No matter what a
contributor was payving to the hospital, ac-
cording to that subelause the subsidy had to
he paid to the hospital on top of whatever
the patient was paving, Another parazraph
provided that sueh pasments—the subsidv
—rould he made hy a refund o the
patient on produetion of receipts for pav-
ment hv him of the hospital charses. That
meant if he inadvertently or otherwise paid
this subsidy to the hospital, he could cet
the payvment refunded instead of paying
twice, hut he would get no benefit what-
ever from the contributions he had
made to the tax. The Government shelved
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the Bill on the ground that they were
protecting the contributor.  Yet the con-
tributor coutd net possibly get sixpence oub
of it. The paragraph alse provided that
the contributor could, on production of his
receipts, get the subsidy back so as to afford
a corresponding reduction of the charge for
hospital service to the patient. Thus, if the
hospital charged in the ordinary way five
guinens a week to the patient, the hospital
authorities, knowing the subsidy would be
avatlable, would have made it seven guineas
4 week. The unfortunate contributor would
have wot two guineas rebate when he had
already paid the two guineas more in hos-
pital charges, because the hospital would
liave raised its charges, knowing that ome
way or the other, it was to get the sub-
sidy.

Hon. E. H. Harris: The Government
might then have introdneed a profiteering
Bill to apply to hospitals,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Perhaps so. The
viamse made it clear that no contributor
could get a pennyworth of benefit from it
and that the only people who rould henefit
were the owners of private hospitals, Not
only was the measure bad from that point
of view, but it cut in another way. It is
no part of the Labour policy, T am sure, to
help voracious landlords to suck more blood
than they get at present from their tenants.
While the Bill was before Parliament, Dr.
Saw and 1 had a lady to interview us. She
had served during the war and given good
service to the country. She had been at o
Commonwenlth institution for maimed sol-
diers, which had been elosed up. She wanted
to get a hospital and she approached us
for a little advice. The proposition was
that there was a hospital available at £1,200
gondwill and £23 a week rent plns the rates
and taxes. There were 15 rooms in the
house. T asked the lady, “How long has
tle lease to run?" She replied, “Seventeen
months.”” T asked “Do you think it possible
to pay £1,200 ingoing, plus £23 a week rent,
plus rates and taxer and come ont of it
on the right side in seventeen wmonths?”
She replied that she did not think it pes-
sible. T said, “Then before you po into it
and loze vour monev, vom had hetter spe
the landlord and find out if you can get
an extension of your lease for five or saven
vears.” She went to the landlord and his
reply to her was, “No, T am not granting
any extension of this lease. Sooner or later
a hospital Bill most be passed and then 1
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shall be able to get £10 or £12 a week more
rent, because the patients who come to the
hospital will pay the hospital the subsidy
of two guineas a week under the Bill.” She
could not get an extension of the lease and
eonsequently dropped the proposal. There
wus another instance at a well-known West
Perth hospital. The lease expired. The rent
for that hospital had been €14 a week and
the Jandlord propoxed to rulse it to £26
a week. The gronnd on which the rent was
to be raised for the next term was that a
hospitul Bill was bound to be passed by
Parliunent and the hospital would receive
£2 25. a week subsidy for each patient.
Therefore tle coutributor, as I say, would
never receive anything. In the two cases
1 have mentioned, the private hospital auth-
orities would have got nothing out of it,
but the voracious landlord in each ecase
would have benelited. A Bill which makes
that perinissible, is the Bill which the Min-
ister complains this House vefused to pass,
the Bill which the Minister, with these facts
in front of him, knew very well ought not
to pass in the form it was then in, ought
not to pass without the amendment of this
Chamber,  This House, therefore, cannot
he blimed for the loss of the measure. The
Bill at the time was not with this Honse.
We had finished with it. We had amended
it, and we had =ent it to another place iu
the usnal emurse.  The other place dropped
the Bill, fur sowe reason which I am un-
able to Yathow. It is thus that the hospitals
were left where they are to-day. I wish it
te be quite eleay that this Chamber is in no
way responsible. The second point to
whieh I wish 10 refer relates to the Workers'
Compensation Aet. It is common knnw-
ledgre that that Aet sinee its first operation
has proved a gross scandal from two points
of view. One is the nunber of accidents
that are suppo~ed to have happened, and
say ‘“supposed to have happened” advised-
ly. The other point is the abuse of medieal
charges under the Act. The Minister, Mr.
Me(Callum, recognises that himself. The
Governinent must recognise it. The Minis-
ter states that he has asked Dr. Juett, dur-
ing the cour~e of his travels, {o investigate
the matter of compensation Acts and to
report. I asked a question in this House—
it wus not replied to —whether the (iovern-
ment proposed to bring in an amendment
of the Aet this session. I shall press the
question next week again., To me it is a
matter so urgent that, if the Government

[COUNCIL.]

are not prepared to give u- an opportunity
oi amending the Aect, § shall put wp an
amending Bill wyself und see what the
House has to say to it

IIon. J. R. Brown: Yoen einnot prevent
a nmn from cutting his Hnger or his toe
off’ it he wants to.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Hon. wembers need
have no fear that I shall propose anything
that is drastic or unfair. Nor need they
fear that [ shall suggest suything which will
reduce the mnount of eompensation now puy-
able under the Act. I consider that in cases
where the breadwinner of the family lose-
his life, £750 is little enough for the widow
and children. XNone of ws, I think, would
like to leave his family with ~o small an
amouut as that to make their way in the
world, I would not propose to reduce the
amount by sixpence.

Hon. JJ. R. Brown: Would vou increase
it!?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I shall propose to
make the Aet mare equitable, or, if T may
so put it, more scientifie. The Second Sche-
dule to the Act provides specific and arhit-
rary amounts for various accidents, For in-
stanee, for the los= of a finger, the foss of a
toe, or the deafness of one ear nr two ears
specific amounts are provided. That does
not hear any equity at all. Take the care
of deaftness of one ear. Suppo=e a bomh
or a shot goes off near Parliament Houwxe
and injures the drum of the enr of one of
the “Hansard” reporters. The reporter hav-
ing lost bis hearing, his ocrupation is prac-
tically wone. But the sleeper hewer who,
as the result of Leaving a <het fired, has the
dron of hix ear injured, does not find his
ocenpation wone by any means,  Therefore
the eampensation of the {wo individuals in
=nrh cireumstances onght not to he the same.
T think that is perfectly clear. Then ~up-
puse a vielinist loses a little tinger. His oe-
cupation is gone. DBut if a timber hewer
loses his little finger, nothing very serious
results.  The schedule, which makes the
amounts puyable to all and sundry alike,
is neither equitable nor scientific. If I pro-
duce a1 Bill here, T shall frame it on the
lines T have indieated. To staxt with, T
wonld appoint a board consisting of, say, n
police magistrate, 2 medical gentleman, n
representative of the insuranee eompanies, o
represenfative of the workers, and a repre-
=entative of the industry: and T would le
the Government by vegulation appoint that
hoard, The memhers of the hoard wonld re-
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ceive small fees, which would be payable
trom the premiuws on a percentage of the
wnderwriting which is done. Then, when-
ever any dispute arose between the employer
and the worker—it is really between the
jnsurance company and the worker—-either
party eould refer the matter to the board,
and the hourd would have a free hand 1o
say what should he the ecompensation. They
would hase their decision not on the fact
of a man having lost a little finger or a
little toe, but on the dimibished industyial
rapacity of ithe worker. The beard would
say to ‘the worker, “How mueh has the ae-
cident diminished vour indunstriat capaeity?
We will base the compensation we award on
that.”

Hon. J. R. Brown:
pain and suffering ?

Hon. A. LOVEKIXN: That is inclnded, I
take it, in the amount the hoard would
award. The same with the medical expenses;
I propose to inerease the £7530 that can now
be awarded to £800, and 1 propese to strike
out that portion of the First Schednle which
prescribes medieal expense~ of €100, Fur-
ther, T propose to provide that the hoard
shall assess the wedien) expenses, and that
no medical man shall be able to vevover a
greater amount than the board assess as
medieal expenses, In that way we shall pet
down to something fairer and move equit-
able and, as I say, more scientific than we
have now. 1f the haard have to assess the
loss of a toe or the loss of a finger npon
the hasiz of loss of industrial capacity—
the diminshed industrial eapacity—there
will be less compensation to pay and corves-
pondingly lower preminms, and industry will
not be loaded with the hich rvates existing
to-day, rates =0 high as in some coses prac-
ticallv to ent out a calling altogether, When
a calling i< ent ont, the corollary follows
that unemplovinent is inerveased. I propose
also to add in that Bill other amendments.
1 state this now so that the Govermment
may know exnctly what is in my mind. One
is that gross neglizence shall he a reason for
non-payinent of any compensation. The
other amendment will define, if possible,
what is a easnal worker and what is an in-
termittent worker; because we now find thal
gardeners and others who do a dav's
work at, say, six places in a week,
are not regarded as ensual  workers
rach of the six employers having to ob-
tain a poliey of insurance. Certainly the
policies vy invelve eover for the actnal

Nothing tor (he
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wagzes paid, hut people will not take out
the policies; they rather do without the
wan, amd in that way employment is les-
s, 1 tail to se any logical reason why
a person who works six days in a week for
six ditferent people, should be in a difl-
ferent position from a person who works
For wne employer six days a week. DBut
we lhave the faet staring us in the face
that it we impose that obligation upon the
employers, those who have heen in the
habit of cinploying a person for wne day
per week--say, a washerwoman—will not
employ the person. This is especialiy so
with rexard to uavdeners. Thus forther
unemployment is created. It seems to me
better to relax the position and lei the

" worker take that risk, as he would if work-

ing only one day for somehody, rather than
ciau=r him to lose some of hizs employment.
The other point relates to gross negligence.
Under the Factories Aet an employer is
hound to provide nets foy givls where there
i~ marhinery about, sayv wachinery involy-
ing the use of belting.  Again, a cordial
niannfacturer has to provide masks undey
the FPactories Aet. Althouzh the einployees
are linble to o penalty under the Factories
Act for not wearing the safetv appliances
whieh are previded, when it comes {0 the
Workers® Compensation Aet they can re-
cover under that measure notwithstanding
that they have ofiended against the IPac-
tories Act.  Taking the ecase of timber
hewers, [ understand that some employers
are providing steel tvecaps for the work-
ers’ boots, so that there shall not be so
much liability to chop off n toe. I1f the
worker did not wear that protection, he
himself should take the responsibility., He
wonld be guilty of gross neglizence in not
wearing the toecaps, just as a cordial em-
plovee is guilty of gross negligence if he
does not wear the mask provided for him tLo
do his work in. I have just outlined these
amendments which I have in mind for the
Bill. I hope the Government will see At
to give ug an opportunity of putting on the
statute-book something like that, even for
the next year, because we are losing a
200d deal of trade. For instance, 125, per
load is put on to the cost of sleepers. If
we send sleepers into the world’s markets
with s handicap of 12s. per load, nothing
heing done for it, »o production ensuing
from it, we increase unemployment because
we eannot sel]l the sleepers. Tn  these
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times of stress in  Australia the last
thing we want to do, I think, is to
ltave people uwnewmployed, prople not pro-
duging as they should be, seeing the en-
ormous respousibilities we have abroad,
There is one other matter that I desire to
toneh upon in just a few words—the change
that ix to he made in vonnection with the
Children's Court. | say nothing about it
except to stegest that hefore finalising
everything in respect to that change, the
Govermnent would do well to think it ont
carcfully. Unless the matter is very eare-
fully thought out, a grave error may le
wmade, | shall say no moere aboul it, and I
thunk hon. members for having listebned to
me =o attentively.

HON. H. A. STEPHENSON (Metro-
politan-Suburban) [5.2]:  Belore addres-
~sing myself to the motion betfore the Hounse,
I desire to support the remarks that have
been made by hon. members with regard
to you, Mr. President, and to the good
work that you did on behalf of the State
while yon were in the O0ld Country. § wish
also to say how delighted we are to have
vou back with us again. It is not my in-
tention to fake up very much time in speak-
ing on the Address-in-reply, but there are
three or four matters to which T intend
briefly to reter. The lirat, and it appeals to
me as a business man, iz the condition of
the finances, We are told that in all re-
speets the finances of the State are in a
satistactory eondition. 1 am sorry I eannot
agree with that statement. [ maintain that
the finanees are in anything but a satisfac-
tory condition, and when we remember that
for the last five or six vears we have
had good seasens and good prices, that
we have had a large umount of monev
from the Commeonwealth by way of grants
recommended by the Disabilities Commis-
ston, T feel that the eondition of the finan-
ces shonld now be much more satisfactory
than 1t actaally is.  Our defieit is in the
vieinity ol €270,/HM), and ta%king all the eir-
rmnstanees inte consideration that figure
is mueh higher than it should really be.

Ton, GOW. Alile~: T s oven hisher than
thnt.

Hon, B AL STEPHENSON D T sippoae
it will Le this tine nest vear. T think the
position i lareely broneht ahont by the
expendit e of Fuge suins of woney on ae-
repvadeetive vorks, sueh as voads. and al-
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so that it is due to losses arisiug from
State enterprises. .\ gowl ueal of money
has been spent on 1oad work trom which
we shull et practically no return, and in
some cases, after the work has been com-
pleted, it hias talken not more than 12 months
for the rowd fo disuppear. That kind of
thine i= a ~erions matter where the local
anthorities arve cohcerned.  The next item
is the position of the railways. Last year
the railwuvs made o loss of £179,000, and
we are told that the decline in revenue was
in part due to the diminished harvest, and
consequently the decrease in the amount
of whent hauled. On the one haund we are
told that the earringe of wheat is a losing
proposition, and on the other we learn
from the tiovernor's Speech that because

the  Thacrvest failed to reach expec-
tations, that tailure helped to Jincrease
the loss  suifered by  the railways.

How the two statements are reconciled I
o not know. My opinion is that the loss
on the railways is dae to the high cost of
constroction, to day labour, to long service
leave, and to 4+ hours. There is no donht
that the railways ave over-capitalised. In
respect of wheat they cannot charge a high-
er rate than they are doing now. The whent
producer has to sell his wheat in the worlds
markets, and cannot afford to pay higher
freights than he is paying to-day. There
is, bivwever, one thing that T believe would
materially assist the Railway Departnent,
nud H 1= the more intensive use of various
Lands glready in oecupation. I pointed out
last ses<ion that thousands upon thousands
of acres of land adjavent to the railways,
and particularly around what are known as
foop lines, were lving idle. If that land
were hrought into a state of productivity,
the railwavs would get the benefit of the
extra freight, and the extra overhead charges
woulll be veduced to practically a minimum.
A few yvears npo, when Mr. Angwin was
Minister for Lauds, he appointed a Com-
Wia-ioa to go into that atter to ascertain
the arvea of land that was lying practieally
in a virgin state, and most of it within 1214
inides of existing lines. The report proved
that these area=z ran into hundreds of thou-
sunds of arves, T consider that somethine
shonld he done to bring that land into a
stale of production. I eun quite under-
staned it is diffienlt for a majority of set-
tlers to develop it, their diffienlty being one
of finanve, but T hope that the Government
will do something by means of the rural
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bank, which is referred to in the Governor's
Speech, to selve the problem from that
point of view, especially if they appoint
competent land valuators to advise,

Hon. Sir Fdward Wittenoom: Is that not
what the Agricultural Bank is doing now!

Hon. H. A, STEPIIENSON: Not quite.
I would like to rezd n few lines from the
report of the British Feonomic Commission
with relerenice to the more intensive use of
Tand alveady verupied-—

We have been much strnek by what we have
seen aml loard of the vomparatively samall de-
gree to witich intensive use is minle of the
land already in vecwition in Australin——

and this refers to Western  Australin as

well

Scbemes are lwing projected for exten-
sive developnent by pushing railway and road
congtruction at heavy ecapital cost into terri
tory as yet unsettld, while it woold seem that
more infeusive use of land already settled or
partially settled might, ut far less vost, he
predactive of 1 greater incresse in population
and in weulth produciion than the extensive
schemes are likely to wield.

That, too, is wy opinion.  We are pushing
out railways and roads in all diveetions aml
passing Jarze ureas of land that at the pre-
sent time are not Jdoing anything in the way
of providing freight for the railways. 1
trust that something will be done in that
remard and that eventually the vailway< wifl
reap the benefit,

The Honorary Minister: Can you mak-
any suggestion !

Hon. H. A, STEPHENSON: T snggest
that these lands should, with the assistance
of’ the propused rural bank, be brought intue
a state of production. If it is possible for
the seftler to horrow money on his pro-
perty, then he will have an opportunity to
do something with it. The Agrivultnral Bank
dovs not go far enough, and what T have
surpested ix, I consider. the remedy.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Where
would ven gel the eapital for the rural
bank?

Hon. H. A, STEPHENSON: It might be
zot from some of our wenlthy squatters;
vou never know., You can get money for
anything that will show a good profit. The
next matter to whirh I wish to refer is the
asricultnral water supplies. I congratulate
the Government on what they have done in
this direetion. There is no doubt good work
has heen done aud it has proved a great
hoon tor the settlers, as well as providing
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a great asset for the State. I am indebied
to the Leader of the House for some figures
he supplied 1o me regarding the position
of the agricultural water sapplies so far
as they have gone. The Narvemheen scheme
hus cost £64,456. That work is completed.
The capacity of the reservoir is 16%4 mil-
lion gallons, and it serves an area of about
113,000 acres, in addition to the town of
Novemheen. The Barbalin scheme bas eost
£205,469. There are three dams and the
largest  contains 353  million gallons,
The second one has a eapacity of 2134 mil-
lion gallons, and the third contains about
74y million gallons. That serves 447,000
acres. The rate for the Narembeen scheme
has been struck at 6d, an acre. Alveady ne
le<s than 80 miles of piping are laid. The
rate struck on the Barbalin scheme is 9l an
acre, ahl 324 miles of piping have been laid.
The towns that will be served are Mukin-
hudin, Bencubbin, Mandiza, Gabbin, Trayn-
ing and Kununnoppin. When the scheme
is completed approximately 350 settlers will
be provided with water, and already 170 are
heing served.  The other scheme is the
Esperance-Norseman  distriet tank scheme.
This has been carried out so far at a cost of
£64,963 and it serves approximately 500,000
acres. No vate has vet heen struek, and no
pipes have heen laid. The scheme will serve
Salmon Guns, Grass Pateh, Seaddan, and
Red Lake. [ have a list showing all the
tanks that have been cowmpleted and they
number no fewer than 24, TIncluded in the
cost of €61,9G3 is MePherson Rock. 1 take
it that is a eatchment whieh bas a capacity
ot 6,000,000 galions. [ know nothing about
the Esperance scheme. The other two, how-
ever, will be & wonderfnl asset to the State
and will confer a great boon upon the set-
tlers. They will enable those settlers to
carry sheep. Many men have had to leave
their holdings hecause they could not keep
stock over a great part of the year when
they had no water. The area of land em-
braced hy the two first schemes, that is
Narembeen and the larger one, will undoubt-
edly advance the value of the land by at
least £1 an acre. I know from my farming
operations in that area that the scheme will
prove of great henefit, assist the railways,
and be a boon to the State generaliy. 1 con-
gratulate the Government upon having
hastened the work, and am particularly glad
that the Narembeen scheme has been com-
pleted at considerably less than the esti-
mated cost. I am delighted to note that the
Government are pushing on with the dairy-
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ing industry, and that the Group Settleinent
Loard recently purchased from the Eastern
States albout MO wmileh cows, 1 pre-ume
these are for group settlers. 1 know nothing
that offers hetter prospects than the dairy-
ing industry. The loeal producer of buiter,
havon and hnw has the best market in the
eivilised world. Tt is not generally known
that the consumers of Australia will pay
this yepy €4HI0000 by way of subsidies to
butfer producers within the Commonwenlth.
The butter, bacon and lham producer will,
therefore, have the advantage of high wmar-
kets for sume years to eome. | understand
that the milk producers here are able to
secure from 1s, 10d. to 1s. 10%%d. per pound
for their butter fat at the local factovies.
This year we have imported from the East-
ern States about £860,0000 worth of butter,
ham and bacon, which we shonld bhe pro-
ducing. We have splendid land in the
South-West for dairving purposes, equal in
quality and meneral usefulness to anything
in Australia. 1 was surprised o read the
remarks made by the Premier the other dayx
to a deputatioh which waited upon him to
ask that certain lands now reserved for
forestry should be thrown open for dairy-
ing. A few years ngo | was near Green-
hushes and wanted to cross to Wilgar, 1
was told there was a roud of 16 or 18 miles
through the bush if 1 could get on to it. I
took the risk and wotored across. On three
or four oveasions 1 left the car to dig holes
in the =oil to find cut how deep it was. 1
was much taken with the cdepth of seil, its
quality and suitability for dairying. The
Premier was npot fuvourably disposed
towards the proposition put betore him and
remarked, “That is elose to where the {lestor
Group Settlement schewe is, and that is one
of the worst of the schemes.” T o not know
where the Premier got his information, for
I have it on the best anthority that the Hestor
wroup is one of the most succes-ful we have
in the seheme. The settlers ave guite satis-
fied and are dving well. 1 hope soinething
will be done hy the Government to proceed
more rapidly with the opening up of land
snitable for dairving. By this means a larie
imnhber of unemploved in Perth and Fre-
mantle could be alworbel.  Men could he
zent. to the sonth west and other snitehle
ventres to prepare the lawld for dsiry farm-
ers. During my reeent tiavels throuch Vie-
torin and Sowth Australia [ learned that the
sons of many dairy famers wonld he only
too glad to tuke ap land in thix State and
1Ay 4 reasonbie price for it, if it were oniy
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cleared n alvance. These men know their
Isiness andl would soon be producing and
assisting in reducinge the large expenditure
frota this State on hutter, bacon and hams
from the other States. [ should like to refer
tv stne remnark- nade by the Prime Min-
ister on 28th Maurch, 1928, in Sydney when
he was referrine tu the precarious state of
the butter industry in the Commonwealth.
He said:—

Arvrungements have lbeon wmade for the ap-
Iointinent of an expert comniittee to furmu-
late pluns for improved efficioney, inereisied
produetivity, aml o diminution of the custs of
e industry,  In order to obtaiy rapid resulis
from the campaign now heing initiated, it was
tnevitable that hiege sums of money would
have tu he expended in researeh, in herd test-
ing, in improvement of herds, and the eduen-
fion of the datry farmer. Assistance towards
meeting  this expenditure, it was confidently
anticiputed, would be abtained by a modifiea-
tion of the existing €34000,000 migration
agroement with the British Government.  The
British Economie Mission had eoncurred in the
desiealility of the alterations, and it was con-
fileutty anticipated thet the British Govern-
ment would he pregared to acquiesce in fhese
proposals.  While the problems of the dairy-
ing industry wre heing tackled first, it was
proposed subsequently to deal with other in-
dustrics,

There appears to be an epportunity for this
(Governmment te get into touch with the Fed-
eral Government and ascertain what the
committee have done, and how much of the
£31,000,000 we could et at oue per cent. to
assist s in preparing land for dairying
purposes In Western Australia. [ hope the
State Government will do something guickly
~0 that the excellent opportunity now
afforded may be availed of. I support the
motion.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (last) [3.:0]:
[ do not intend to prolons the delute to
any great extent. but there are one ar two
vutters to which [ oesire to refer. One
has already heen mentioned by My Step-
henson. T refer to the statement appearving
in the Governor’s Speech that really vepre-
sents the exeise made by the Government
fvr the deficit. when they draw attention
to the losses snstained by the railway-
From time to time wembers o this Houwse
bave reteried lo the elfect upon the vail-
way serviee of the sennting of lope service
leave and the d4-honr week. Tt has been
pointed out that these concessions woild
represent heavy chavees asainst the work-
ing ot the railvav~, It seems rather Lard
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that the farmers should be blamed because
the wheat traifie is said to be a losing pro-
position. It was only a tew years ago that
men on the land were blamed for not pro-
docing a greater tounage to enable the
railways to pay. It was stated that the
large mileage of railways that had been
provided for the assistance of farmers,
would pay handsomely if produetion from
the eountry tapped were so much greater.
Mpr. Stephenson referred to the elaim that
there was wuch unused land along rail-
ways already constructed that should be
brought into production and so help to
make the railways pay. On the other hand
we know that the farmers have been doing
their part nobly.

Hon. E. H, Gray: By employing South-
ern Europeans,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: The area
brought under cultivation along existiny
railway lines has been multiplied by mil-
lions of acres. The quantity of wheat pro-
duced is ten times what it was some years
ago and within recent years alone tho
wheat produced and the tonnage hauled
over the railways has been guadrupled. We
know that with a smaller tonnage of wheat
hauled, the railways were able to pay. [t
is necessary to go back a few years only
to find reports furnished by the Commis-
sioner of Railways that contnined rcturn:s
disclosing profits made during the years un-
der review. .ippeals were made o farm-
ers to increase their operations and so adl
to the tonnage available for the railways
to handle. By that means it was urged,
the railways could be worked profitably.
The farmers nobly responded to that ap-
peal and yet the railway returns for the
last financial year disclosed a loss of
£179,000. According to the statement in
the Governor's Speech, it was owing to &
deficienecy in wheat produetion that the
railways were not able to pay their way.

The Honorary Minister: I do not think
the Governor's Speech includes quite that
statement.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: That is my
reading of it, and I am justified in my at-
titude by the remarks of Mr. Stephenson,
who found it difficult to make the state-
ment in the Speech coincide with known
facts. I trust that the Chief Secretary,
when replying to the debate, will deal with
this phase. Last week I asked a guestion
regarding the working costs of the rail-

ways per tou mile on wheat carried. Splendid
returns were furnished by the Commissioner
of Railways giving an Iimmense amount
of information regarding percentage costs
in connection with the handling of various
voods.  We find that wheat is one of the
eommodities carried at very low rates. Fer-
lilisers represent another line. We con-
~tuntly hear the statement made that it 1s
ihese low-priced comwmodities that cause the
lu=s on the railways. This point is being
<u harped upon by those who have a know-
ledge of the subject that I fear the mind
of the public will be gradually afected.
Within the last few days a leading article
appeared in the *‘\West Australian’’ in
which reference was made to the low rates
vharged against the farmer for the haulage
ol hiz wheat. I am apprehensive that there
is a bit of stage management going on, and
that presently we will find a general
impression abroad that the rates I refer
to must be increased. [ sinecerely hopa
there is no such intention on the part of
the Government.

Hon. G. W. Miles: There would not be
if you were to send your woal and petrol
by train.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: That refers to
another matter that is not under diseus-
sion at the moment. I claim that the far-
mers' wheat represents the best paying
proposition the State railways have, The
wheat is picked up in full train loads and
conveyed to its destination at very little
expense to the department. Although there
are many other lines of goods that are
bauled at much higher rates, they are
handled at a much greater cost to the de-
partment. Where goods of various deserip-
tions are picked up and hauled under high
freight conditions, it must be remembered
that the haulage does not represenl any-
thing like the mileage that is involved in
the handling of wheat. Such goods eannot
be picked up in full train loads. Large
quantities of pareels are spread over a
scattered orea and in picking them up,
there is great expense and much loss of
time. That does not apply to the handling
of wheat. Then again, the handling of the
higher freighted goods entails a lot of book-
keeping and a larger staff. With wheat
haunlage, a train’s crew comprises the en-
gioe dviver and fireman at one end and the
guard at the other. Althongh wheat is ear-
ried at the lowest rate, it is responsible
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for the largest return to the railway sys-
tem, 1t is about time that the public real-
ised that the farmers cannot bear any ad-
ditivnal burden heaped upon them, The
leading article in the ‘‘West Australian’
almest supported the view that has heen
expressed regarding inereased treights, and
it i~ time that the men on the land asked
themzelves whether, in trying to grow
wheat, they were not taking undue risks
and veie oot, i fact, living in a fool's
paradise. (In one occasion ! disenssed this
phuse of the question with a man well
versed in the working of the railways. I
said to him, ‘‘1f wheat hzalaze is not a
payable proposition, the farmers will he
willing to meet vou. We do not want the
State to carry us on its back; we ean go
oul of the industry and cease growing
wheat.””  His reply was, “*For goodness
sake, on’'t stop wheat produetion! If the
farmers stopped growing wheat, the rail-
ways would go tu pot.”’ That traffic really
represents the most important phase of the
ratlway aperations. [t must be a payimg
propoxition.

Houn, TI. A, Stephenson: It will be the
haclkbone of the service within the next
few years,

Hon., V. HAMERSILEY: 1t has been the
backhone of the railway service fur rany
vears pasl. We recognise that the railways
have snstnined a great loss beeapse of ihe
decreased timber trade. Timber is hauled
at the higher rates and it is trailie
that (does not require a larger train staff
than is involved in the haulage of wheat,
but it has to be remembered that timber is
conveyed for comparatively short distance..
At the sawe time, there iz very little expense
involved in the haulage. In that it is in the
same cotegory as wheat, Neither commodity
requires the large staffs or expenditure in-
volved in liandling small geods traflie. Mr.
Miles made reference to the haulage of wool
and petrol by motor trucks. That also re-
mind+ me of a rematk made from time to
tine by the Premier that the whole of
his imevessed land tax was 1etwned to
the men on the land, and land owners
zenerally compluining that they  were
heavily taxed, received tle tax baek in
the chape ol reiduced freights. By making
such a stateraent, the Premier really dodwze-
the issue lecause it is not the farmers re-
ferred to who benetit by those freight re-
durtions. They were made in respect of the
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more bighly chaigeable goods such as beer,
wool and petrol. It was in respeet of such
goods, upon whieh high freights are charged,
fhat owners of motor lorries naturally sought
to secure a share in the handling of con-
signiients, The public readily accepted the
services available, begause they found the
motor service more convenient and more
direct. They found that it meant a saving
iy cartage expenses at both ends, and also
that the goods were lifted direct from the
warelhooze in Perth and delivered direct to
the store or farm in the couniry area.
Naturally the motor lorries have taken a
considerable proportion of the bhandling of
that elass of guods from the railways be-
cruse of the more expeditious and direct
service vendered between city and country.
And, again, these men compeie one against
another, and compete with the railways, and
%0 they readily take responsibility for the
goods they ecarry. On the other hand, a
number of people from time to time have
sidtered losses on the rnilways and have had
the utmost trouble in sheeting home the re-
spousilility to the rallways, I eould men-
tion instances where the railwavs have failed
to carry pouds along within a reasonabie
time, whereas the men with the motor
lorvies would he prepared to deliver the
goods direct with a very great saving of
time. I do not wish it to be inferred that
I am generally finding fault with the rail-
ways, 1| am only pointing oubt the reasons
why this competitive system has grown up,
and why the farmers acd seltlers are su
ready to avail themselves of it, At the same
tuue I wish to stress the point that the Gov-
ernment are a litile unfair when they say
they have remitted to the farmers the land
tax that is being extracted from them. We
know that the land tax went up consider-
ably, that there was a very big increase on
what was paid before, And on top of that
there was the fact that land valuations were
increased. Only during the last day or two
I met a taxation ofiicial goinz over a coun-
try district, and I expect that, consequently,
the formers in that distriet will presently
find an inerease in their valuations.

Hon, E. II. Gray: The need for the in-
creased valuations was not the faolt of the
prresent Government.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I suppose all
CGovernments are anxious to get all the
money they ean. But that inereased taxa-
tion has not gone back into the pockets of
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those from whom it has been extracted. The
people have to pay & great deal more, and
they do not want to see an increase in the
railway rates charged on their wheat and
phosphates, It must be remembered that in
every instance those two commodifies are
carried in full truek loads, and mostly in
tull train loads, So the Railway Depart-
ment can afford to carry them at the very
lowest rate, and still make important profits.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: It serves
to reduce the working expenses of the rail-
ways.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: That is so.
With the wheat haulage they had last year,
the railways should have been able to
show profits, Last year the farmers pro-
vided immensely increased carriage as
azainst that of a few years ago. The fact
is that prolits have been lilched from the
railways by the giving of improved working
conditions to the employees. Then the
valuation ot the mileage has gone up enor-
mously. The average cost over the immense
mileage is considerably more than £5.000 per
mile, although included in that is the whole
of the mileage from Southern Cross to Kal-
goorlie, which I believe was constructed for
nothing; in fact I understand the eontraetor
paid the Government, 50 much for the right
to build the line. The valuation of the Mid-
land Railway Company, with a private rail-
way, is very little over £2,000 per mile, |
could nuite understand that abominable see-
tion of line between Midland Junction and
Spencer’s Brook costing a great Jeal. for it
has had to be rebuilt three or four timesx
over in an endeavour to get devent grades
and routes, I could understand that seetion
costing over £10,000 per mile, but when we
have regard to all the sections where there
ha= been no dilticully in getting deeent
grades, I fail to see why they should have
cost anything like £5,000 per gile.

Hon, 8ir Edward Wittenoom: From (er-
aldton to Meekatharra it is flat all the way.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Yes, there are
no engineering diffienlties and no costly eon-
struetion. When we compare it with the
line of the Midland Railway Company and
note the difference in cost, we see that these
charges imposed by the State railways have
been heaped on to the cost of those using
the lines. Qur railways were a much simpler
proposition some years ago. More recently
heavier rails have been laid down and heavier
engines bronght into nse, so as to reduee the
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wurking expenses by hauling far greater
loads with the same number of hauds em-
ployed. In consequence, it is only natural
to expect that the railways should show
bandsowe profits. That they do not show
such profits is due largely to ibhe shorter
howrs and the improved conditions aiforded
to the employees. Then our -compen-
sation Aets and arbitration Acts have
something to do with it, for they have every-
body worried. In my opinion those Aets
ave chietiy responsible for the existing un-
vmployment, Some of them could well be
wiped off the statute-hook., I that were
done work could be found for all the unem-
ployed; ftor there is plenty for everybody
to do, but employers are seared of giving
cuiployment. Now 1 should like to say a
word about the work being carried out at
the Causeway. In the early days the settlers,
at great trouble to thewselves, and with no
little expense, were responsible for com-
structing the first causeway. To-day 1 ne-
lice that an enoxmous amount of money is
being spent at the Canseway. L have
veferred to this in the House before, and I
ask the Chief Secretary whether the Govern-
nent have taken into consideration a pro-
ject that was placed hefore the community
mauny yesrs ago. [t was that the vriver
should be daunned at the Causeway, or s
little higher up, with the idesz of slways re-
taiving the fresh water and using it for
irrigation purposes alopg the Swan, I think
it would lLe worth the Government's while
to go into that projeet. Whilst enormous
sams of money are being speut there, pro-
vision should be made for investigating this
wrigation project. In other countries where
they have gone in for closer settlement, it
has been found that under a system of irm-
gatiou very muoch greater production can be
obtained. It seems to me the whole of the
Swan valley lends itself to irrigation. The
vhiet obstaele is that in the summer, just
when the fresh water is most required, the
sea water comes up and renders useless for
irvigation the water in the river. In the old
days this project of damming out the sea
water was always favourably considered and
held to be a perfectly feasible one as soon as
the country could afford it. Since the Gov-
ernment are spending an enormous sum of
money at the Causeway, it would be just as
well to kill two birds with one stope. If
the irrigation project is a feasible one, now
is the time to consider it, before money is



388

spent on the Causeway perhaps in such a
way ns to greatly increase the cost of the
irvigation scheme if it should be decided
upon after the present work has been com-
pleted.  Clearly, if that project is feasible
it should be carried ont simultaneously with
the present work at the Causeway.

Hon. J. Nicholson: How far does the
salt water go up the river?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Right up to
where the river seatters into povls under
the foothills. Because of the septic tanks
and filter heds just abuve the Caunseway, if
it were decided to unse the river for irriga-
tion purposes, no doubt the water down at
this end would be of greater value than that
higher up. Frowm time to time, we have been
told there is a projeet afoot for removing
the sewage into the sea. T have always
been averse from ihat, hecause there are
north of Perth and well up towards the
Moore River large areas where sewane
farms could be instituted. That wonld be
very much -better than running the sewag
into the sea. T have here a letter from a
friend who is sequainted with a similar pro-
Ject in another country. I had told him of
the difliculty we had with the algne and that
the experts assured ws the alge would not
live in salt water. It is understood that if
the sewage were taken to the seas coast
there would he no further alme tronble.
This letter [ have will perhaps give
us a little more to think abour, and
we might even decide that it would he
wise to get further information before do-
ing anything definite. The letter reads—

At last | am able to give vou a few par-
ticulars  which were told me in veference to
the alge noisance and its effects that [ spoke
to yon of. But it i3 more than likely that vou
already know more about this partieular place
than [ do. Tt was Port Lounis in Mauri-
tins, semewhat different from our river, as all
the pewage cmptied itself into the sen. Tn
spite of the salt water the algre grew to such
an extent and beeama so noxious that it ennsel
fever to become prevalent, and the white races
had to leave the port and live well away up
in the hills, Indians were imported, and
natives of the island were engaged to do the
work of the purt.  This wns the sfate of
affairs phont 3 vears age.  Rinee then they
have turned thz drainage, ete,, into fertiliser,
T huve come zeross a young follow who lived
in Mauritiue, which he left four vears agn.
He gays there was still some aluys prowing in
the port, hat not to auch an extent, and gome

businesers are again earried on by the white
people,
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Thirty years ngo those people had to leave
the place beeause of the algwe nuisance
created by the system of pouring the drain-
age into the water, aithough it was sea
water. They had to nbandon the place und
live inland. After 30 vears they are beuin-
ning to get back to their business places and
that has been rendered possible only because
the sewage has been converted inte fer-
tiliser instead of being dwmped into the
seq. Tt would be well if inguiries regarding
the experience there were made hefore we
remove the nuisance from one spot possibly
suly to repeat it at another.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Where would youn
~nggest putting the dam in our river, above
the filter beds?

lon. V. HAMERSLEY : At the Cause-
way I should imagine. I have always held
the opinion that we should have a =ewage
tarm. One matter that has not been touched
upon by any other member, though there
have been ftreguent references te it in the
Press, is that of Alsatian dogs. I am amazed
that both Federal and State Governments
have not listened to the appeals of pastora-
lists and farmers to have Alsatian dogs de-
stroved or sterilised. When in the ecity
the other day I saw a very fine looking
animal. | cugzested that it had Alsatian
nlood and asked what the breed was. The
owner told me it was a cross between an
Alsatian and a staghound.  In days gone
hy T had experience of kangaroo hounds. I
had a good dog, and T eould guarantee that
kangaroo hound to bring down a bullock any
time it liked. Looking a1 the Alsatian-
staghound evoss. 1 eonld not helpy thinking
that if it got into the country and bred
there, it was just the type of animal to
hiring down cattle and calves much more
readily than the dingo, bad as that pest is.
In the Kimberley country I have known flve
or six dingoes to follow cows with their
calves, but Alsatiany would nof have io

trouble about ecalves; they would be
quite eapable of pulling down the
urown beasts, T sincerely hope (hat
this  matter will  receive  attention.

Practically every association of pastoral-
ists throuzhont Anstralin has appealed to
the authorities for the destenction of Alsa-
tiun dogs. Yet the Governments fajl to take
the slichtest notice of them, cxcept that
the Federal Government have harred the im-
portation of Alsatiuns for five vear~. What
a wonderful monopoly that is to give a few
people who own Alsation dogs! T under-
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stand that the Prime Minister, Mrs. Bruce,
or sume connection of the family owns seve-
ral of liose dogs. I have been told that
the Premier of this State or some member
of s family has Alsatians, and 1 would
not be surprised if, in the other States, the
ownership of Alsatian dogs were traced to
people holding such positions in the eom-
munity that it would be diffienlt for any
Government to take aetion on the lines de-
sired hy stoek owners,

Hon. E. H. Gray: Greater proof than you
have addueed is necessary before their re-
qites! could be granted.

Iton. V. HAMERSLEY : T think the peo-
tle who own Alsatian dogs probably have a
sreater Inlluence with the Governmenis
throughout Austinlia than have the pastor-
wlists associations or the people who have
to make a living from the land and esrry-
ing a big share of the burden of the coun-
try. We know what damage has resulted
in the pa~t from neglect to take early action
when such requests have heen made to the
authorities, aml T hope some notice will be
taken of the pastoralists’ request. KEven
owners of Alsatian dogs should recognise
that the claims of people who have stock
at the merey ot such dogs deserve considera-
Hon.

Hon. E. H. Gray: You have to produce
the proof that the dogs are so dangerous
a3 you say they are. Yon have not pro-
duced it yet.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: When the Min-
ister for Works was retnruing through Can-
ada, I bad boped from remarks made by
him that the Speech on this oceasion wounld
vontain sotne reference to the introduction
of bulk handling of wheat. There is no
reference to it in the Speech, but I am
Justified in speaking about it because it is
such an important question to this country.
Wheat bags are costing this State an enor-
moug sum of money every year, and it is
money absclutely lost to the State. The
price of bazs represents a considerable de-
dnetion from the cheyne that the farmer
receives for his wheat. We should have
~ome information on the advisableness of
adopting bulk handling, If the Minister
tur Warks had been favourably impressed
with what lie saw in Canada, probably the
tiovernment would have submitted a pro-
posal, but the matter has not been so much
as mentioned since Mr., MeCallum’s return,
40 T suppose those who are apxious to see

some action taken will have to wait still
longer,

Hon. H, A, Stephenson: I think he agked
for a report,

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: I join with
other memhers, Mr. President, in thanking
you for your good offices to the State dur-
g yvour visit to the Old Country. An im-
mense amount of good was done by your
specches and writing, and it is gratifying
to Xnow that during your absence you had
the State uppermost in mind. We owe &
debt of gratitwde to many people who travel
abroid tar their effurts to further the in-
terests of the State. Some of our ex-Gov-
crnors have proved to be splendid agents
in torwarding tbe interests of the State.

HON. J. EWING (South-Wesl) [6.10;):
T congratnlate you, Mr. President, on your
return from the Old Country and on the
excellent work you did for the State while
there, work the valne of which is recognised
not only by members of this House but by
the people thronghout the State. You have
been a good advecate for us. I cannot re-
vall an oceasion when T have had the plea-
sure of listening to such excellent speeches
ux have been delivered on the Address-in-
reply this session. Every subjeet from Dan
to Berershehn has been traversed, and mueh
illumination has been thrown on the aectiv-
ities of the State during the last 12 months.
In the Speech the Government have told
us what they have done. T admit they have
done some good work, but the legislation
foreeasted in tne Speech is very meagre.
Since another place disposed of the Ad-
dress-in-reply debate, however, some 15 or
20 Bills have heen introduced there, so we
can expect to have a eonsiderable amount
of legislation to deal with before the session
ix over. This is the last session of the pre-
sent Parlinment and we can anticipate a
strenuous election in March next. Be that
as it may, I bope that all candidates will
fizht with their cards on the table. T wish
to speak partieutarly about the finances of
the State. When the Wilson Government
were in power some 16 vears ago, we had
a surplus of ahout £13,000. That i3 the
last oeeaston on whieh the Treasurer was
ahle to record a surplus.

Hon. J. R. Brown: No.

Hon., J. EWING: Durinx the last 16
vear- we have had deficit after deficit, and T
Liave wondered when the finances of the State
would be put in order. I am not blaming
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any partiewlar Government for the present
tinaneial position. The Scaddan Govern-
ment were in power for six years and then
followed the Lefroy amd Mitchell Govern-
ments. When Sir James Mitchell took of-
fice, he had to shoulder the defieits accumu-
lated during preceding regimes.  Due-
ing his term of office the defieit reached
something like €700,000, but Sir James Mit-
chell took drastic steps to cope with it by
furthering the developwent of the coun-
try. So suecessful were his efforts that sat-
isfactory results followed, and two years
later the deficit was reduced to £200,000.
That was the extent of the deficit bequeathed
to the Collier Government. With the ad-
vantages bequeathed to the present Gov-
ernment and since received by them, 1
thought it a foregone conelusion that at
length the ledger would be squared. In
1925 the Collier Government had a deficit
of £50,000, but in 1926 the shortage in-
creased by £41,000. From then on the de-
ficit was reduced until 1927-28 it was about
£30,000. That seemed reasonable progress.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: Then there was one
surplus.

Hon.-J. EXVING: [ had hoped that last
vear the defivit would be cxtinguished, but
instead of that the Premier finished the year
£275,000 to the bad, an amount greater
than the defieit of Sir James Mitchell in
his last year of offiee in 1924

Hon. G. Fraser: A conple of years agi.
the present Government had a surplus.

Hon. J. EWING: Whatever party may
be in power T desire to see the finances of
the State put on a satisfectory basis, and
that is not possible unless the Treasurer
syuares the ledper each year.

Rittiuy suxpeaded from 6,13 to 750 pum.

Hon. J. EWING: I wish to rectify & mis-
take 1 made when speaking before tea. I
find that the present Government had a sur-
plus in 1927; it« amount, T think, was
£28,000.

Hon. H. Seddon: That was disputed, was
it not?

Hon, J. EWLNG: I hoped that in any
case, the Government having jumped the
burdle, they would sustain their run, instead
of going back in 1928 by €26,000 and in the
financial year just closed by £275,000. 1
feel very sorry that that is the case. The
Government attained the position of bal-
ancing the ledger, but have now fallen be-
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hind. To a greal extent the trouble lies
with the raeilways, which showed a shortage
of ¢178,000, and with the wheat yield. Still,
the wheat yield was onlty 2,500,000 bushels
behind Western Australia’s record; I forget
the vear in which that reecord was made.
Last =eason’s wheat yield was about
33,000,000 bushels. 1n that respect, there-
tore, the reason for the deficit is not very
apparent.  Other factor~ have been men-
tioned hy hon. members, hut [ consider that
one whiech has a great efleet upon the
finances is the employment of day lahour.
1 have always been oppored to day labour,
und am opposed te it nowi und [ hope the
Government will see their way to let con-
tracts for most of the work being done, and
therehy save a great deal of money to the
State. Let me express the hope that any
Government returned to power after the
next general election—perhaps the present
Government will he returned, perhaps not—
will strive, as the present (Jovernmeut no
doubt have striven during the past five years,
to balance the ledger. Unfortunately the
Collier Government seem to have lost their
stride. At all events, if they are returned
to power again, 1 trust they will use their
hest endeavours to square the finauees. In
view ol the buoyant revenue of the past five
vears and the wonderful amount of money
that has been eoming to the Btate Treasury
through the Federal Government, one might
have expected hetter things than have hap-
pened. The Governor's Speech mentions the
sum of €350,000 ax having been saved in
respect of payment of interest and sinking
fund. I wish to state expressly that the
{fovernment bave done an honourable and
straightforward thing in not applying this
sum to the delicit. They bhave promised
Pavliament that an opportuonity will he
atforded hon. members of discuszing the
matter, and of deciding the way in which
the sum shall be allotted. I would suggest
an allotmment in the divection of reducing
taxation, and if possible paying off some of
our loans, or perhaps the deficit itself. The
Premier has stated, and yuite eorrectly, that
if the amount were applied to the deficit of
£375,000, there would be a surplus of about
£76,000. That may he so, or may not be so.
Still, this particulsr saving has nothing
whatever to do with the defieit. T trnet this
House and another place will agree to the
application of the €450,000 in the manner
I have suggested. It is a matter of great
regret to me that the Federal Loan Couneii,
established under the Financial Agreement,
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recently decided to reduce the amount of
415 wmillions sterling allotted to Western
Australia. The original allotmeni was made
at the eonference held in the early part of
the year. The Honorary Minister, upon his
recent return from the East, told us that
owing to great diffieulties in raising money
and in view of the financial position of the
Eastern States not being very good—this
does not apply to Western Australia—the
Federal Loan Council have, at a_later meet-
ing, decided npon a reduction of 20 per cent.
on the 434 millions 1 have mentioned, and
that the State Government have agreed to
this reduetion. It means pretty well a mil-
lion taken off the State’s loan expenditure
for the year, I feel no doubt that the re-
duetion will lead to heavy curtailment of
ttovernment expenditure on public works,
thus increasing the bad unemployment now
existing. I regret that the position in the
Eastern States is so0 bad as to have led the
Federal Government to such a deeision.
When the Financial Agreement was before
this Chamber, 1 was one of those who
opposed it. Indeed, 1 opposed it as
strenuously as 1 could. Mr. Lovekin and
a number of other hon. members were
strongzly opposed to the establishment of
the Toan Coumeil. As far 2s } can see, it
i= working out preity well as foresasted
hy the hon. member who teok the matter in
hand so seriously. Naturally, the States
have to be loval to the Loan Council, and
must agree to what that body wants to do.
In certain cirenmsiances the Government
of Western Aunstralin being financially in
a rood position and having a buovant rev-
enue, could zo on the London market; but
that seems to be our of their reach at
present. That heing se, it wounld appear, as
was stated in this (‘hamber by hen. mem-
hers who opposed fthe Financial Agreement,
that we have lust that opporimmity. Tf we
could go to the l.ondon market and de
what we ought to do, horrow four or five or
even six millions, if possible, to carry out
the wonderful works that require to be
done in Western Australia, it wounld be a
verv good thing for the people. So far
as this State i coneerned, there is noth-
inz 1o warrant any objection to the cerry-
ing ont of sueh a policy. However, we
4nd thot on acconnt of having surrendered
oy sovereign right as we have done, in-
stead of going on any moner markel we
liked. the London or any other market of-
fering funds at a reasonable price, we have
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to abide by whai hns been arrauged by the
Honorary Minister on behalf of our Gov-
ernment; thai is to say, abide by the 2

per cent. reduction. Now I wish tv say a
few words regarding the Workers' Cow-
pensation Aet. After three yvears' working
of the Aet a position has been reached
which 1s utterly impossible. Mr. Lovekin,
who was very muoeh concerned ahoui the
matter, spoke this atterncon; but I want
to state what appears to me fo he Lhe Ffact,
that in conneetion with the Second Sched-
nle to the Act the insnrance companies have
lost about €100,000 during the last three
vears. They have now raised their charges
by about 23 per cent. It is a remarkable
thing that althongh we have the Stute In-
surance Office in operation at preseni, that
undertaking linds that in connection with
clearing and timber getting the insurance
premiums do not anything like cover what
has to be paid out in the way of aecident
compensation. The manager of the Stute
Insuranee Office tells us that for every £100
he has received in the way of insurance of
¢learers and municipal workers he has had
to pay ont as much as £350. Therefore
it ix absolutely necessary, I consider, in the
interests of the Siate, in the interests of
progress and wpkeep of industry, that some-
thing should be done. T shall not stand
heve to-night and say what ought to be
done, but T will say that in connection with
compulsory insurance under the Workers’
Compensation Aect, especially under the
Second Schedule, there is something thal
makes it impossible for industry to carry
on. Theretore I do hope that the Goveru-
ment will rise to the oecasion and recognise
thut although they have done all they
conld, and that although this House al-
lowed them to do it—I myself sapported
the Bill—they tind they have made a mis-
take, and must reconsider the Second
Schedule.  Upon reconsideration of that
srhednle the Government in their wisdom
will make some suggestion, and 1 have no
dpubt that this Chamber and another place
will devise soane means of waking the posi-
tion very much better than it is at the pre-
sent time. This is a most important ques-
fion, and one I am sure the Government
will take inte their closest consideration. T
observed that the Minister recently spoke
of some possibility of the Govermineni re-
considering the Act. I hope that the Chief
Secretary, in replying, will be able to tell
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those who are interested in the difficulizes
of the country, interested in workevs’ com-
pensation, and interested in the welfare of
the workers that something wili be done
whieh, while not injurious to the men, will
be just and fair in the interests of this
great State. Forestry is a paramount gues-
tion in my electorate. 1 may assert that the
South-West is up in arms, Perhaps the
people there are right, and perhaps they are
wrong. It is well known that foresla
throughout the world are becoming de-
pleted, that the supplies of timber are
getting less and less. The supplies in the
jast almost seem to be vanishing. Such
is also the experience in .America and on
the Continent. It is also well known that
in Australia itself there is a severe short-
age of timber., Western Australia alone
appears to occupy the happy position of
having excellent forests. The PPremier, who
iz Minister tor Forests, and who held that
portfolio in the Scaddan Government, is
an ardent forester. He believes in rvegen-
eration of the forests, and in deing all that
is possible to protect the timber industry.
He took action in that direction when he
was Minister tor Forests in the Secaddan
Governnent. He was then instrumental in
bringing Mr, Lane-Poole to Western Aus-
tralin. Mr. Lane-Poole, npon ¢oming here
—-through the then Minister for I'orests,
Mr. R. T. Robinson, the Seaddan (iovern-
went having resighed—induced Parliament
to pass a Forests \Aet in the year 1918, |
well remwember the measure zoing throusih
the Heuse, and the great opposition to it
here. I well remember the contention of
hon. members that toe much power was be-
ing given to the Conservator of Forests.
That power was exercised, and right-
ly exercised, because the Conservator
wias endeavouring to retain the lorests of
the State and to work out a system of re-
forestation and of preserving the timber.
Mr. Lene-Poole has been followed by Mr.
Kensell, also an ardent forester. Mr, Kes-
nel recommended to the Government—
and faithfully too, aceording to whut he hc-
lieves to he right and proper-—that Lhe
large reservations which have been made
in the South-West sghould take plave.
When Sir James Mitchell was in power
the interests of the agriculturist were al-
ways conserved; no areas were dedieated ay
forest reserves if there were stretches of
agricultural land within them. Here, how-
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over, at one fell swoop the Government heve
decided fo dedicate 3,000,000 acres for for-
gstry purposes, A couple of manths ago
I attended a conference at Bunbury at which
there were present between 70 and 80 set-
tlers, men who had spent their lives in the
South-West and who knew what they were
doiug. The conterence carried a resolution
that the position taken up by the Premier
was wrong, and that the 3,000,000 acres
should nut have been reserved. A deputa-
tion was appeinted to interview the Premier,
andd all who spoke at that deputation were
ardent in their advoracy of a definition of
timber and agricaltural lands. It is ad-
mitted that in the 3,000,000 acres there is
a vast amount of timber, but a great injus-
tive has been dene to the South-West by
locking up within that 3,000,000 acres, a
coustderable avea of agricultural land. The
deputation was quite Lriendly but there wax
o hesitation amongst those who spoke.
They were all seftlers who spoke with
authority, knowing the country inti-
wately, and they told the Premier that in
their opinion something like 500,000 acres
of agricnltuwral land was included in the
J.000,000  ncres reserved. The Premier
would not believe it, but it is nevertheles«
a tact that the agricultural land has no
timber growing on it. My knowledge of
lhe people who attended the deputation ex-
tends over a quarter of a century and I
kuow them to he men who would pot mis-
vepresent anything. They told the Pre-
mier in plain language that the classifiea-
tion was wrong. The classification was made
by the Forests Department and agreed to
by the Lands Dlepartment. I will not say
that these departments do not know their
business, but 1 do believe that it was a
hasty aetion on the part of the Lands De-
partment inasmuch as the officers of that
department arrived at the conclusion that
there was no agricultural land in the area.
This evening Mr. Stephenson spoke of his
(rip from Greenbushes to Wilga and told
us that he was impressed hy the country
that he went through. I venture to say that
if the hon. member were asked he would
tell us that there was a great deal of agri-
cultural land in that part of the State, 1
know that to be so from my knowledge of
the South-West and I have no hesitation in
declaring that s reclassification shounld be
made. The Premier told the deputation that
this would be too expensive, but in my opin-
ion it is not too expensive to see what really
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does exist there. If. agricultural land is
actually there in large aveas, it will pay to
release it from the forestry classifieation,
have it clagsified by good land surveyors,
and thrown open for selection. The de-
velopment of the South-West is so neces-
sary that every care should be taken that
large areas of agricultural counfry are mot
included in forest reserves in the future.

Whatever the Premier may think, I
can  assure  him  that not a single
member  of the deputation desires the

poliey of the Fovests Department to be de-
parted from. All are anxious fo see the
regeneration of the forests, but they are
also against the locking up of land that
ean be used for agricultural purposes, T
appeal to the Govermment to carry ouf a
reelassifieation and to do that quickly even
though it be a costly job. We have an able
Conservator in Mr. Kessell. He is a young
man and has a lot to learn and a lot to
live for. It he sneceeds in the regeneration
of the forests, he will find himself to be
one of the principal foresters in Australia.
He has material to work on, but we should
take vave that the two industries—agricul-
ture and forestry—should not he mixed.
Reforestation means the employment of
hundreds of men, but that number is not
commparaide with the thousands who would
be employed in development from an agri-
cultural point of view. I hope I shall be
forgiven for enlarging on this subjeet, but
I feel it my duty to do so, knowing the
Sonth-West so well and the ambitions of
those acquainted with the eountry. Their
desire is to see forestry conditions worked
out in a proper way, and the Foresis De-
partment given every opportunity to do so,
but at the same iime they claim that agri-
cultural lands that are actually there should
not be included in forest classification. I
hope the Minister will take notice of what
I have said on this subject. Now to refer
to another matter. Hon. members know
that for years past 1 have taken a great
interest in electricity. I have no desire to
eriticise the administration, but I wish to
refer to something that I have just come
across and which may be of advantage to
disclose. Last session I was soecessful in
carrying a motion through this House,
which, to me, was satisfactory. That motion
was sent to anotber place, but unfortunate-
ly it was amongst the slanghtered innocents.
Perhaps, after all, it was wise that the
matter was not discussed in the Legislative

Assemnbly last session. I find that the East
Perth power station 1 capitalised at
£1,210,710 and & new unit is to be installed
there, That will mean a capital expenditure
of roughly 1% millions sterling. The ad-
vance that has been made at the East Perth
power house is simply wonderful., If mem-
hers turn to the statisties they will find
that wlereas 70 million units were generatel
last year, 80 million units were generated
this year. That is an enormous leap and
the time has come when the Kast Perth
power station will not be able to supply the
requirements of this part of the State, muen
Jess that part of it that requires to be de-
veloped by meane of electricity. With re-
gard to the management of the power sta-
tion, I have never yet criticised it; I eon-
sider that Mr. Taylor is a eapable manager
who is doing wonderful work at low cost.
I want the costs to be even lower and to
extend the current to the outlying distriets.
The maxzimum extent of the distribution of
carrent is 26 miles from the eity, and the
people within that limit are” deriving the
advantage of living neatr the metropolis and
getting benefits that are denied to people
elsewhere. The Federal Governmeni have
recognised what has to be done to develop
Ausiralia and amongst other things is the
greater use ol lighf, heat and power and
its generation as cheaply as possible. With
that objeel in view, they submitted to the
Development and Migration Commission
a request that an apalysis should be
made of the position of every State
The o¢utcome was a report by Mr. A. J.
Gibson, & member of the firm of Julius &
Gibson. Sir George Julius is well known to
us as a remarkably clever engineer, and on
that account I read the report with great
pleasure. The report was submitted to the
vonference that was attended by the Pre-
meir, but it has yet to be acted upon. [
have no doubt that Mr, Collier is familiar
with the report. It makes certain recom-
mendations with regard to electrisity in
Australis and those recommendations are
so important that I should like to read one
or two extracts from them. They tecom-
mencded—

That each State, where provision has not
yet been made for such an instrumentality,
shall forthwith constitute an avthoritative body
a8 a power commission or power board, whose
functions shall be to control electrical power
development within the State; to co-ordinate
and direct the supply and distribution of cur-
rent generated by existing supply authorities:
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to investigute and make reecommendations with
regard to development of power sites or other
power projects initiated either by the Gov-
ernment or by private undertakers . . . ..
It now remains for the Federal Government
to pass legi<lation to carry the recommen-
dations into effect. Even now, if the Stale
Government chose, they could take the lead
in this matter and appoint a hoard te work
in eonjunetion with the Federal Board and
determine how cheaply the States can gene-
rate power and other matters as well that
will be of interest to Australia. Mr. Gib-
snn’s report suggests also—

The board would ronsist of the permanent
mentbers, and would he assisted by the advice
of representatives of—the Railway Commuis-
sioners of the State, and/or municipal or pri-
vate  supply  authoritied;  the  department
vharged with the eonservation of water and
irrigation; Ih-partment of Public Works: De-
partment of Mines: Department of Agrieul-
ture; Departmwent of Lands and an cngincer
in private practice representing the pubne.

The way has been shown by the Federal
Government and now it requires only the
State Govermmeni to appeint a hoard of
three who will go into the question and
determine what is necessary. They will de-
jermine what is necessary for Western Ans-
sralin snd submit rvecommendations to the
Government. who in tarn will send them on
to the Commonwealth, By that means we
may meke a start on the development of this
areat industry of electrieity. We have only
to see what has been done elsewhere to
realise that we are behind other countries,
as well ag behind the rest of Australia, in our
development of an industry which eould be
turned to such advantage to Western Aus-
tralia. T am surprised that this progressive
(tovernmenl Jdid not nelude in ihe Gover-
nor's Speerh some vefercnee to this -
wortant question. No doubt the Chief See-
vetary will say it has already heen econ-
sidered, hut T hope that legislation will be
introduced so that some step may be taken
along the lines I have suggested. The other
night Mr. Seddon spoke about the halance
of trade, and the effect of Western Austra-
lia’s position hy reason of its being con-
sidered with the position of Australia as a
whole. In actual faet Western Australia
is better off in the matter of the balance of
trade than the ather States. T refer fo over-
sea trade.

Hon. H. Seddon: T pointed that out.

Hon. J. EWING: The State imported
ahout £8.000,000 worth of goods and ex-
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ported £15,000,000 worth, according to Mr.
Seddon. He also said that we were not get-
ting the advantage from the position that
we were entitled to. I find that imports from
Great Britain into Western Australia during
1927-28 amounted to £4,079,340, from the
other States £8,373,412, from New Zealand
£81,000, from other British Dominions
£1,713,000, and from foreign ecountries
£4,020,000, making a total of £18,287,000.

Hon. H. Seddon: Those are the 1928
figures; [ quoted 1929,

Hon. J. EWING: I have not seen the 1929
ltgures but T hope they are even better than
those 1 am quoting. The cxports to Great
Britain totalled £6,020,838 which was
£2,000,000 more than the imports. To the
other States we exported £1,337,000 worth,
to other British dominions £3,343,000 worth,
and to foreign countries £6,837,000 worth,
making a total of £18,240,000. On those
figures, therefore, onr exports and imports
practically agree,

Hon. H. Seddon: No.

Hon. 4. EWING: ln my opinion the
ficures prefty well agree.  The position,
therefore, is not bad. We exported as much
as we imported.  The importativns from
the other States were £8,373,413, and the
exports only €1,337,000, leaving a balance
of trade agninst us of £7,000,000. There
are wmany fthings that we import that we
should grow ourselves, We import hutter,
ham, cheese, tinned milk, potatoes, ete, to
the value of £2,000,004, which could well
come off the total= T have given. It is very
disastrous to have so great a balance of
trade with the Eastern States on the wrong
side. I look forward to the time when this
position will be rectified, and when the de-
velopment of the South-West will be such
that the difficulty will be completely over-
eome, 1 have no desire to be parochial in
dealing with the South-West. I was very
interested to hear Mr. Fraser’s remarks on
group settlement. So mueh has been said
agninst that seheme that it wa« particularly
enconraging to hear Mr, Fraser speaking so
highly of it. He said that the Manjimap
and Pemberton settlements were good and
that there was great hope for the scheme.
He also expressed the opipvion that the
settlers there would succeed, and acreed that
the group settlement scheme, to all intenis
and purposes, would he the salvation of the
Sonth-West. [ am pleased to be in sueeh
exrellent company as the hon. member when
he expresses himself in that way. The
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effuvcts of superphosphate on the growth of
subterranean clover are so preat that the
South-West has been practically revolution-
ised, Last year 1 took a trip with the Min-
ister tor Agriculture through the South-
West. He expressed great admiration for
the development that had taken place, and
for the snergy and enterprise displayed by
the people. I have known that part of the
State for wvearly 30 vears, Only 25 year:
azo wuch of that eountry was regarded as
worthiess. 1t is now growing luxuviant pas-
tuere: and hos become o great asset,. We are
fortunate in that direclion. [t has also been
found possible to grow other todders down
there,  When the time arrives that we can
grow pastures tor both summer and winter
use¢ we shall have solved one of our big prob-
lans. It is interesting to note the develop-
ment of the South-West Co-operative Jairy
Company.  This was ussisted in the ewrly
days by the Government, bnt has now paid
back every penny. It has developed to such
an extent that it has a factory at Bunbury,
one  at Busselton, is erecting a third
at Harvey and has purchased a faclory
at Manjimup, No doubt in time theve
will be a chain of factories under co-opera-
tive contral, which will be of great benefit
to the vettlers in the distriets affected,

Hon. K. Ro-e: It is all purely co-opera-
tive.

Hon, J. BWING: Yes. lLast year Bun-
hury's turnover was £133,000 and DBussel-
ton’s £25,858. [ am astounded at the figures
for Busselton, for which no doubt the groups
were responsible, The factories are being
made good use of by settlers under the
seheme, and they are deing well, Last year
the ~ociety purchased 4,045,150 lbs. of eream,
eyual to 1,805 tons. Commercial butter was
munufactored to the extent of 2,247 377 lbs,,
or 1,003 tons. Those figures speak for
themselves, and are evidence ot the sncecess
ot the groups. There is no doubt the groups
are making good, and that very soon all will
be well with them. Our pastures are im-
proving by leaps and hounds, and the num-
ber of cattle is also increasing. Mr. Steph-
enson referred to the recent importation of
some U400 dniry eattle by the Government.
The cows are a fine lof and will no doubt
establish wonderful herds in the South-West,
The cost of the scheme bas been consider-
able. The Mitchell Government spent over
£1,000,000, and the present Government
aver £6,/00,000. 1 have no desire to eriti-
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vise or laud any pe..icular Government, but
I do maintain that the scheme is paying for
it<elf. The interest has been a heavy loal
ou the settlers, but they will be released
from many of their burdens by the investiga-
tions recently vonducted by ihe Valoation
Board. This eapitalisation of 300 odd hold-
inys, which was over a £1,100,000, has been
veduced to something like £300,000. Mem-
bers may say that this is a very serious re-
duetion, und that the country cannot stond
if.  Western Australia can stand anything
thui gives us prosperous and contented
~ettlers. 1 mistakes bave been made and
unwarranted expenditure incurred, the HState
will be amply repatd if the scheme turns out
the complete snecess [ ountictpnte it will, 1
itn sure tuen that the revaluations will be
cheertully accepted by the commuonity, just
as they have been accepted by the settlers
themselves. I ~hould like to see the systen
extended in the South-West. Thousands of
acres of land conld readily he converted into
group ~ettlements. That is the way to get
people on.  The experience of the past will
prevent mistakes being made Yor the fature,
and if the scheme weve extended we should
be able to accommodate many hundreds of
peaple who now desire to go on the land.
I'robably the llonorury Minister will tell us
when the report un the Fremantle harbour
development will be made available. I shall
be very glad to know what the policy of the
Government is, and what the eountry will
huve to face by wuy ol capital expenditure.
A lot of money has been spent on the Ger-
aldton harbour, in order to provide an out-
let for mangonese and assist in the develop-
ment of the Wiluna and other goldtields.
For that reason one ecannot complain of the
expenditure there. Mr, Stewart and ofher
members voiced the claims of Albany., 1
want to know what the Government are go-
ing to do for Bunbury., When I was a mem-
ber of the Mitchell Government the people
suid that npothing but promises had been
made. I do not think the Mitchell Govern-
ment did make any promises for the Bumn-
bury harbour. During the last five years
the loval people have been very exereised in
their minds about the whole question. There
is no fixed poliey governing it.  Around
Bunbury is a tremendously wide hinter-
land from which come valuable consign-
nments of apples, wheat and other produce.
The time i3 now opportune for something
to be done to develan the harbour. The
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work should have heen done lonr ago. The
elections are looming in the future and neo
doubt it is at this time that the Govern-
ment will make a stutement. The Bunbury
people will not stand statements made
about election time. They want perfor-
manece, not promises. [ trust that some-
thing will be done and that the harbour
will be attended to satisfactorily. Much
the same may be said regarding the har-
bour at Busselton. For five vears a snm
of £5,000 has appeared on the FEstimates
for expenditure in connection wilth the Bus-
<elton jetty. and yet none of thai money
lias been spent. We get tired of that sort
of thing. Ar. Mann referred to the same
watter a few davs age and he indicated
that he was tired ol the whole position. He
thought the €5,000 at lenst should be spent
for the bencfit of the Busselion people.

Several railways ave referred 1o in the
(iovernor’s Speech. 1 notice that the Pre-
mier toforined a deputation that waited

upon him regarding the Karlgarin railway,
that he would build the line. It seemed
to me to be n matter of a few months only
before the work would be carried out. 1
would like to know what is happening re-
warding the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook line.
The Estimates last year contained £5,000
for expenditure in eonnection with the line,
but nothing has been done beyvond some
survey work, The country that will be
tapped hy that line is worthy of belier eon-
sideration. At DBridgetown the people
placed a wmost convincing case before the
Premier, and [ think he realised the justice
of their ¢laims for a line. Prowises, how-
ever, are ul no use. The line iz urgently
verquired in that part of the State, because
it will tap wonderful ecountry for fat
lambs, Being a tarmer himselt, the Pre-
mier apjueciated the position, and I hope
that all that the (iovernment ean do will
he done ut an early date. It has heen
~tated that €00,000 was made available by
the Development and Migration (oumnis-
sion, and us that money is availabhle at 1
per cent.. the Government should make nse
of it and eonstruet a line that will open
up such o fine distriet. Rerently the Min-
ister for Railwavs visited the Collie dis-
triet in conunection with the proposed Collie-
Ferguson line, which will relieve the traffie
on the present Collie line and will help
to further the interests of Bunbury from
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the point of view of export trade. 1t i3
known that a great deal of money is to be
spent in conneetion with the establishment
of fertiliser works at Pieton Junction and
when fertilisers nre available from those
works, it will mean s great deal to the peo-
ple in the Great Southern and wheat aress.
The line, which will open up the country
between Dardanep and Collie, will encour-
age production to a marked desree. I hope
the Honorary Minister will pernse the re-
marks of his colleagne, the Minister fo
Ruilway:, and gain a better appreeiation
of what the line will menn to thal part of
the State. The Minister for Railways al-
nost promisell he would constinest it when
he was there.

Hon, E. H. Harris: D¢ you think an
“alinost promise” is as valmable as a pro-
mise?

Hon, J. EWING: T do not know. A
preomise is a promise, and should be hon-
oured. Regarding the prospeets of mining
in Western Anstralin, I am pleased to hear
that the prospectx ahead of wold mining
are hrighter than they have heen for years
past.  You, Mr. President, are doubtless
mare au fait with the position than 1 am.
There is a much more hopeful tone pre-
valent in Kalgourlie and Boulder, and
therv seems to be a general impression that
some definite forward move will he made
in the near future. The great hope ahead
of gold mining in this State undoubtedly
cenlres upon Wiluna, where considerable
money has heen spent alveady., It may he

found that we shall have a second
Kalgoorlie in  the mining development
that will take place there. and if that

is s0. we may see the prosperity of the
State advanee in keeping  with  that  ex-
perienced in the nineties. I hope that
it will be so, Members of Parliament did
not hesitate for & moment in agreeing to
the eonstruetion of a railway to Wiluna
in order to advanee the interests of the
tield. 1 do not speak about the coal indus-
try mueh, becanse 1 am interested in it per-
sonally, hut the other night Mr. Miles at-
tributed the hizhk cost of onr railways to
the use of Collie eoal. The conditions un-
der which that cont ix mwined e nlmost
ideal. The work is done by cuntract and
the men are well paid for the work they
de.  We are thrice Ineky to have such a coal
field in Western Australia.
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Hon. U. W, Miles: Could not the coal
be sold more cheaply if the men worked
40 hours instead of 35 hours a weeki

Hon. J. EWING: That is a good week’s
work. 1 have been in the mines hundreds
of time<. 1 know what it is.

Hon, G, W. Miles:
underground ¢

Hon. J. EWING: After a man has
worked for seven hours underground, he
has done a gpood day’s work, Mr. Miles
should realise that the Collie coal industry
is a wonderful asset to Western Australia.
1 have been interested in the trade for 30
yeurs and 1 hope other members will not
be under the misapprebension, indicated by
Mr. Miles in his remarks, that the men in
the coal mines at Collie are not working
fair hours for a fair wage,

Hou. (i, W. Miles: TFive days of seven
hoors each, or 33 hours for the week?

Hon, 4. EWIN(i: The hon. member
should understand thuat that is the praetice
in the eoal mining industry throughout the

Have yon worked

world. The men work only 11 shifts in u
fortnight. That is the recognised thinyg in
the trade. The price of the coal to the

(iovernment compares more than favour-
ably with ibe price at which coal from the
Eastern States is made available. Collie
coal i< much cheaper and Western Austra-
lia is fortunate indeed to have sueh an
industry that is carried on so peacefully.

Houn. G. W. Miles: And the mines pro-
vide fine dividends for sharveholders.

Hon. (+. Frager:
penny they get.

Hon. J. EWING: Undoubtedly they do.
The hon. member has been there and knows
all about it. At Collie last year 550,000
tons of coal were produced and the valua-
tion placed upon the coal by the Mines De-
partment was £400,000. When hon. members
consider the conditions obtaining in econ-
neetion with the coal industry in this State,
they should realise what is done for the in-
dustry in South Africa. ‘There the coal
is brought from the inland mines over 1,000
miles or more of railway at a cost that is
less than that charged by our railways to
bring coal from Collie to Fremantle. The
freight rates there are ridiculously low and
amount to something like one-eighth of a
penny per ton per mile,

Hon, G. W. Miles: The miners work de-
cent hours in Africa.

The miners earn every
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Hon. J. EWING: The work is done by
black boys. When the coal is put on board
the boats at Durban, the ecost is about
27s. 6. per ton. The ships take as much
coal ag they possibly can, and then may
sail for Fremantle or other ports, If the
engineers are economical in the use of the
coal, they may return to Durban with 500
or G600 tons of coal still in their bunkers.
On every such ton they receive a bonus of
7s. td. from the South African Government.
Hon. members can see what a great help
that is to the coal nining industry there,

Hon. H. Seddon: Where does the coal
come from when it is railed to the coast?

Hon. J. EWING: From wherever the
mines are.

Hon. J. Nicholson: How much does it
vost to produce that coal at the pit’s mouth.

Hon. J. EWING: I bhave not studied
those figures,

The Honorary Minister: What it the rea-
son for the payment of the bonus of 7s, 6d.
per ton?

Hon. J. EWING: To help the sale of
South African coal; what other reason
could there be? The Government want to
encowrage the industry. In Western Aus-
tralia we do not want any concessions, but
the conditions in South Afriea are 100 per
vent, hetter thaa those applieable ip the
coal trade in this State.

Hon, H. Seddon: Do you say that the
Sonth Afrieon Government pay a royalty
of 7s. 6d. per ton?

Hon. J. EWING: No, a bonus of 7s. 6d.
per ton is paid on every ton of eoal that
is brought back to Durban.

The Honorary Minister: Why should the
South Afriean Government pay 7s. 6d. per
ton on coal that is brought back to the
port?

Hon. J. EWING: Because the shipping
people are able to show that the coal is
st good, that they burn less than
if thex took coal from other countries. By
the exercise of care they are building up a
great industry in South Africa, and they
are advertising it by this means. The fact
that a ship had 250 tons left out of 1,000
tons is well worth advertising,

The Honorary Minister: If she has 250
tons jeft when she comes back, she will
require 250 tons less when she goes away
again.

Hon. J. EWING: But she gets the honus
just the snme. You will find my state-
ment eorrect.
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Hon, J. Cornell: 1t the hon. member’s
statement as to the eoal is anything like
his statement of distances, it is certainly
interesting, '

Hen, J. EWING: | am gueting facts.
The amount of freight charged on the coal
is very much less than that charged on
Collie coal.

Hon. J. Corpell : The coal is back loading
in that instence.

Hon, J. EWING: Never wmind that.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What is the cost per
ton of the South African c¢oal}

Hon, J. EWIXG: It is 27s. Gd. per ton
free ou board.

Hon, G. W. Miles: And what is the cost
ot Collie coal?

Hon, J. EWING: Unly 19s. per ton at
tle pit's mouth.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Thep it is not the
sume guality of coal.

Hon. J. EWING: Ii you compare Collie
woul with the best Newcastle coal, you will
find the comparison very much in favour of
the Collie coal, having regard to the prices.
Lthe work done by the Collie coal is very
satisfactory indeed.

Hon, G. W. Miles: What about the sparks
und the bush tires and the extra insuranece
money to be paid because of the use of
Collie coal !

Hon, J, EWIXG: Neo, Collie cval gives
offt no sparks at all now. That trouble »
inished with. 1 should like Lo say a word
ahout the 3,300 farms scheme. The Suuth-
West ix worth developing and should be
further developed. It has been neglected
#s vompared to the 3,500 farms scheme. I
know something about the Forrestania coun-
try, because wy son ix out there surveying.
There iy very good couniry there, but 1
warn the (Jovernment to be eareful about the
rainfall, 1 wmm Just as wuch in earnest as
any other mewber and just as well satisfied
with the development of that part of the
State, but I say that one portion of the
State must not be sacrified to another.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The dams there ure
overflowing now,

Hon. J. EWING: I am very glad to
hear it. 1 hope it will all be a buge sue-
cess.

Hon. J. Cornell: The only dams there
are gnamma holes.

Hon, J. EWING: The land is good, very
good indeed aud there are numbers of
young men cominy alone from the Eastern
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States tevinge to get that land, bof I wan
the Government to be careful about what
they do, A large amount of money has al
rewsdy been expended there on water con
servation ad voads, hut of course the larg:
expenditure will be that from the one (n1
cent. woney, [t is not necessary bhecans
the Govermment ure developing that part
of the vountry that they shonld neglecl
uther parts. 1 want that conatry 1o be
developed, in fuet | want every portin of
Western Ausirzlin to be developed, and n o
one portion against another. T will sup.
part the motion.

HON. H. J. YELLAND (East) [6.35]: I
degire to associate myself with the congratu-
lations already extended to you, Bir, on your
actions in the Home Land. Also I should
like to extend my eongratulations to Mr.
Mann and express the hope that he will
make use of the opportunities afforded hin
to further the interests of his native State.
Throughout the debate a great deal has been
said ahout parochial matiers, Every mem-
ber has lrrought before the Government mat-
ters affecting his own provinee. It serves
to give an indication to the Government of
the huge extensions of expenditure required
throughout the State. When one listens in-
telligently to the debate he must recognise
the magnitude of the work before the Gov-
ernment. to fulfil the regnirements of all
parts of the State and of the various phases
of industry. Two problems have been
brought most prominently before the House,
and the public have taken them up through
the Press. Those two problems overshadow-
ing the political sky are unemployment and
the finaneial position of the State. In spite
of the indication in the Governor’s Speech
pointing out that the finances are in a gatis-
factory condition, nnd despite the frequent
repetition by Ministers of that assertion, I
fail to find tangible evidence in support of
it. [ propose to show why I think the
finanees are nol satisfactory, and I kope the
eriticism I shall offer will be taken in the
game spirit as it is given, for it will be con-
structive eriticism. I am mpot going to cow-
plain withont having in view the advantages
that might be derived from putting the
finances in order. If the finances are satis-
factory under cxisting conditions and wiih
the year that has passed, T wonder what ad-
jeetive would have been used in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech to describe the condition if
it had not been for the unnecessary expensi-
ture that has been incurred during the vear.
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let us compare the revenue and expenditure
at the present time with, say, that of 1923-
24, the year in which the change of Govern-
ment took place.

Hon. G. Fraser: It was just as well the
change did take place, else the State might
have been bankrupt now.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The hon. member
may hold that opinion. Perhaps the Gov-
ernment have not done as well as he would
try to malke out. In 1923-24 the State rev-
enue was £7,865,594 and in 1928-29 it was
£9,947,951. So the present Government have
had £2,082,357 of vevenute more than was
obtained by their predecessors in their last
vear. In 1923-24 the expenditure was
£8,094,753, and in 1928-29 it was £10,223,919.
That is to say, the present Government had
increased revenue of £2,082,357 and have in-
creased their expendifure correspondingly,
hy £2,129,166. So the expenditure has been
increasing more than even the revenue.

Hon. G, Fraser: It shows the good work
the Government are doing.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: That state of
affairs cannot possibly endure. Under these
conditions any private firm would be head-
ing for bankruptey. If that is so, we eannot
possibly say that onr finances are in a satis-
factory condition. And this year’s deficit
amounted to £275,969, which is the greatesi
deficit shown during the last six years. How,
then, can the Government say the finances
are in a satisfactory condition? To my
mind that is rather a stretch of the imagina-
tion. The revenue this year as against that
of last year inereased by £140,000, but the
expenditure also increased, bv £389,504.

The Honorary Minister: I wonder by how
much yon want the Government to increase
the expenditure.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: I have not agsked
the Government to undertake any inecreased
expenditure. These are the facts published
by the Tressury as the operations for the
past year,

Hon. J. Nicholson: Then the ledger is not
squaring itself,

Hon. H, J. YELLAND: No, and since the
deficit is increasing, I cannot see how the
tinances can be said to be in a satisfactory
condition.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You cannot say the
Government are practising econoruy.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: No. Members
will have noted both from speeches in the
House and from reports in the Press that a
number of causes for the defieit have been
suggested. The railways have been biamed
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for most of it, especially the extra expenses
of the railways, as for instance the granting
of long service leave. This has meant a tre-
mendous cost to the Government, and 1 do
not think it has bestowed any benefit worth
speaking of. I have been in eommunication
with a good number of railtway men, and 1
am speaking now from my association with
them. XNumbers of them realise that long
service leave is not the benefit they believed
it would be. We have instanees of men who
have been eompelled to take the long service
leave. It was due to them and they were
told they must take it. They have done so,
and in consequence the whole of their savings
have heen spent on their leave, and on re-
turn they have had to start off afresh, if not
with a deficit to make up, at all eveuts
without any bank balance. They have
complained that the salary paid to them,
which would keep them while at work,
would not keep them while on holidays
during their long service leave. Many of
them found themselves stranded before their
holidays were completed, and they do not
appreciate that state of affairs. In
nearly every instance they have expressed
themselves nlong lines such as these: [f the
Grovernment, on deciding materially to benc-
fit them, hud given such concession as -
superannuation or retwing allowance, 1t
would have been very much more in accor-
dance with their ideas. They would have
appreciated it considerably more for the
reason that when a man left the service
of his own free will, or on reaching the re-
tiring age, he would then have had hehind
him & cortain amount of eapital to put into
a stnall business and so be enabled to makea
living. If he is on long service leave he is not
permitted o engage In business, heecause
his association with the depariment pre-
cludes his engaging in any private work.
Consequently, while he is on leave he be-
comes a spender of money. If the Govern-
ment had heen prepared to grant the rail-
way men na refiring allowance, the men
would have been made independent, and
after they left the department they would
not have become a hurden on the State. T
have in mind one officer who took his long-
service leave and returned to work, as h=
expressed it, with his hank kalanee exhausted,
8ix or eight months afterwards he was in-
formed that, having reached the retiring age,
he must leave the department. The result
was that he had not any mouney left, and he
was retired from the department practie
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ally peuniless bevause only a little while be-
fore he had had to take his long-service
leave. If he had been allowed to work until
the end of his term, and bhad then been able
10 draw what was due to Lim in the shape
of long-service leave, he would kave been
free to enter into business amd probably
would have put himself into a satistactory
position the rest ot his lite?

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: XNuw he showsa
deficit§

Hon. H, J. YELLAND: Yes, The grant-
ing of long-scrvice leave has heen advanced
as one of the great concessions granied to
the railway men by the present (Gtovernment.
I em convinced that the railway men bave
not received anything like the conecessions
from the present (Government that they re-
ceived from the Mitehell Government., If
members turn up the advantages received
by the railway men Aduring the two periods
they will find that those men were much more
liberally treated by the Mitehell Government,
notwithstanding that they have been granted
long-service leave by the present Govern-
ment,

The Honvrary Minigter: T think it would
he ditlienlt te prove that statenient.

Hon, (i. W. Miles: What about the 44-
hour week?

Hon. H. J. YELLARD:
imposed on the Government.

Hon. ;. W. Miles: It ix a tax on the
people.

Hon, H. J. YELLAND: Yes. 1n reply
to the Honormry Minister’s interjection, I
have a eomparative statement showing the
average salaries snd wages paid in  the
vears 1919, 1924 and 1928 For the
salaried <tafl’ in 1919 the average was £202
12+, 104, and in 1924 £289 0s. 11d., an in-
crease during the five vears of £79 8s. Dur-
ing the four years 1024 to 1928, the average
salary inerease was £14 12s,

Hon, G, W, }Miles: But vou do nnt ad-
vocate that one Government should seek to
o hetter than another in that respeat?

Hon. H, J. YELLAND: 1 ampaintine
out that the concessions granted during the
Mitchell rexime were gveater than those
granted by the pre<ent Government

The Honorary Minister: What was the
increase in the cost of living during the two
periods?

Hon, H. J. YELLAND: Xaturally that
comes into the question.

The Honorary Minister:
n eomperison on that basis?

That has heen

Why not mcke
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Hon. H. J. YELLAND: To the wages
stall the average paid in 191Y was £164 14+
A, and i 1924 the average was £222 1=
8d., an increase of €57 16~. Under the pre-
~tut regime the average wage has risen to
£242 Us, 4d,, or an increase of £19 1bs.

Hon. (. W. Miles: Do vou =ay the {iov-
ermmentt <hould put up the wages men!

Hou. li. J. YELLAND: | do not kuow
that there is auy necessity for that, 1 am
simply quoling the advantages conceded by
Yhe twe Governsnents, to show that those
wranted by the Mitchell regime were greater
ihan those granted by the present Govern-
ment. Anocther point to be borne in mind i~
that the inereases granted while the Ait-
vhell Government were ip office were granter
in the legitimate and proper way through
the Arbitration Court. As for long-service
leave—

The Hownorary Minister: If I remember
rightly, the hon. member advocated long-
service leave for railway employees.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: I am not aware
that L did.

The Monovrary Minister: I think so,

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Another reason
advanced for the unsatisfactory condition
of the finances is that railway revenue
hand declinesl, particularly on wheat, and as
nsual the poor old primary producer has
been termed one of the great beneficiaries
in the dispusal of some of the cash that
should have gone tu swell the coffers of the
Treasnry. On the question of freight, as
hus been pointed out, the Government speak
with two voices, In one they blame the
cartage of whent and super at low rates
Yfor the loss inade, and in another wvoice
they say there has not been the wheat to
eart. 1t wheat is carted at a loss, the less
the ratlways have to cart, the higher should
be their returns.

Houn. A. Lovekin: Both statements might
he yuite consistent,

Hon. G. Fraser: It is quite possible to
luse on a stuill guantity and make a profit
on a large yuantity.

Houn, A. Lovekin: Yes, with large over-
bhead expenses going on.

Hon, H. J. YELLAND: I bave no desire
to pur-ue that question now. Other speakers
Iawve directed attention to matters that I
intended to mention and I shall not reiter-
itte their statements. The question of un-
emplovment has received a good deal of at-
tention both in the House and in the publie
Press, and I suppose there have been nearly
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as wuby puggestions of the causes of wn-
emplovyment as there have heen correspond-
ents to the newspapers. To my mind the
tarift duties and the arbitration awards
based on the cost of living have been largely
responsible for the present unemployment.
The tarifl duties naturally increase the cost
of living. The middle-man seeures his per-
centuwe of profit on the cost of an article
plu= a percentage of profit even on the in-
crea<ed tarilf ente. Those inerenses of cost
are passed on to the vonsumer and inerease
the cost of living, When the cost of living
iterveases employees go to the Arbitration
ourt and secuwre an incrense of wages fo
meet the inereased eost of living.

The Honorary Minister: Are not they
entitled to it?

Hon. H. J. YELLAXND : The cost of pro-
duerion naturally soars higher and, when
that happens, manufacturers approach the
Tarif Board asking for an increased tariff
rate to protect the industyy against cheaper-
nmde avticles from overseas, and so the
vielvus eivele continues.  Tn the “Western
Mail” a tew vears ago appeared u fine full-
page caricature of a spinning-jenny, on
the end of each arm of which was a hovse-
man. one of whomm was labelled “High cost
of living” and the other “Inereased wages.”
The euption was which one wounld overtake
the uther? It seems to me that the vieious
cirele 1 have just deseribed is operating in
our midst slowly but sorely, and unless
something intervenes to assist us to put
thinrs gn a hetter footing, 1 fail to see how
a satisfactory solution can be arrived at.
During the debate Mr. Grayv interjected
that the staudard of living should be raised.
1 reply to the hon. member by asking him
how he would raise the standard of living?
Would he do it by increasing wages or by
increasing the purchasing power of the
wazes received! [t seems to me that that
i~ at the basis of the whole of onr economic
problems. So far the Achiteation Conrt
Lia~ applied the means of increasing wages
and the results have not been at all satis-
factory. Now there is a cry for an eeo-
nomic readjustment, and it is only by such
a readju=tment that we ean make the seconid
alternative effective—inerease the purchas-
inr power of the wages received.  When
I was a voung man earning £3 a week, I
could live mneh more ecomfortably than ¥
can live to-day on £6 a week, and T am
quite satisfied that was wholly due to the
economiec  conditions then existing. We

il

were living more bealthiul lives and enjoy-
ing ourselves quite as much and getting
Just as much to eat amd wear as we have
uow, and the articles were of quite as good
quality as they are to-day, notwithstanding
the higher cost now.

Hon, A. Lovekin: You did not attend pie-
ture shows then.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: By a readjust-
went on those lines only can Australia as
u whole put ber house in order. We must
prodiuce in competition with other parts of
the world, and we cannot do it by raising
the standard of living on the lines of im-
ereased wages.

Llon. G. Fraser: Do not forget that wages
are alwavs a long way Dbehind the cost of
living.

Hon. H. J. YELLAXD: That may be so
Lut it should not be so. At the same time,
L wish to point out that high wages, from
my point of view, ure not a had thing., If
an employee gives an adequate return for
the wages he is paid, the highest paid man
is the cheapest man. Often the lower paid
man does uot understand his Job so wall
and eamot earry it out with the sume ex-
pedition, and  sp  the higher paid man
mives an infinitely hetter return and
ix  worth the extra money, Provided
the  vesulta  warrant it higher
paid  man  zives  the better results.
That is exemplified in Mr. Kwing’s remarks
this tvening in connection with Collie. T
must make brief reference to unemploy-
ment. Tt is sad to see Government officials
utilisedl, n= it appeavs they are, as organ-
isers for AW.U. It is reecognised that if a
man want= a position and applies to the
Labour DBurean he must either seenre a
union ticket or undertake to purehase one.

Hon, A, Lovekin: That is the policy of
the Government,

Hon, H. J. YELLAND: Yes. Boiled
down it means that a man has to buy his
Joh through a politieal orpanization. That
i neither fair nor just

The Henorary Minister:
ing of the sort.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: That may he n
crude way of putting it, hut it is what it
amounts to. The system is a prostitution
of power when it insists that an applieant
tor work shall be a member of a political
organisation, which compels him to pay
fowards its political funds. 2Members have
mly to read the statistics to ascertain the
number of men who are emploved annually

the

It means noth-
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through the bureauw. A Trades Hall ticket
#0s5ts 255, From that one can pet a good
idea of the position.

The Honorary Minister: The hon, mem-
ber is a long way out in his reckoning.

1on, H, J. YELILAKD: U am going by
the tirkets I have seen,

The Honorary Ministey: The hon. wen-
hor ~hould he surve of his faets before mak-
ing such a statement.

Tlon. J. Cornell:
the mark.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: L may be a little
wide of the mark in respect to the cost of
tickets generally, but the A'W.U. tickets I
have examined have been marked at 25s.

The Henorsry Minister: 1t is not neces
sary for a man to take out an A.W.U. ticket.

Hon, H. J, YELLAND: It should not be
nevessary tor him to take ont any ticket.

Hon. G. Fraser: He can get some tickets
for 5s.

The Nonorary Minister: Awd some for 1s.

Hon, 1. J. YELLAND: All the AW.U.
tickets I have ~een have heen marked at 20s.

The Honorary Mintster: 1t is the clieapest
annual fee in Australia for any trades union.

Hon H. J. YELLAXND: [ do not care it
it is only Cd.; the principle is the same.

The Honorary Minister: I do not agree
with you.

Hon. H. J. YELLAXND: [ do not care.
1 am stating tacts. The Honorary Minister
has nut denied that AW.U, tiekets are issued
at 23s.

Hou. (i. W. Miles:
You are u unionist.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Fvery mau
claims the right ta work. Why shoull an
organisation of workers have the right to
say to bhitm, “You shall not have this joh

He ts wot too wide of

You eun sfarve unles-

unless you are prepared to contribute
towards our political organisetion.” The
whole thing is wrong and unjust. Another

thing that ix contrihyting to the lack of
employment is the Workers’ (Compensation
Act, Any charge that is mnde upon develop-
ment must pro rata decrease that develop-
ment. The present system of workers' eom-
pensation is a diveet charwe upon industry,
and the reeent inerenses in premiums im
posed by the compiany represent a hurden
that industry eannot hear. Let me show
how this burden fall-.  The inerease has
been nade owing to the impositions that
have aricen in eonnection with elnims.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. A. Lovekin: Uwing to abuses of the
At

Hon. H. J. YELLAND; Yes. 1 will show
bow these have uffected industiies. Let e
tuke a simple example, that of clearing.
Under the old busis, the preminm was 50s.
per vent. for clearers, where no explosives
were used, amd 125s. per cent. where they
were used,  (hrdinary clearing sueh as is
doue in the wheat belt would, under the old
revime, he chavged for at the rate of 50
pei cent., whereas to-day the rate of nsor-
anve i< 250, per vent. Under the old rate
the charge would work out on land that
could be cieared for 3Us. per acre at 9d.
per aere, ht under the new conditions it
amount= to s, ', Owing to the abuses of
ihe Act the companies have been compelled
o inerense the premiums for clearing from
Ml to Hso L, which represents an inevease
nf A= an the cost of elearing at 30s. an acre.
This works out at an increase of 10 per
vent. on the cost of doing the work. West-
een Australin depends so mueh npon the
development of its primury industries that
a revision ol the Aect is nrgently required.

The Honorary Minister: Who abu<es the
Aet?

Hon. A0 Loveking The Soutbern Euro-
pean< all do ~0. Looek ot the medieal ex-
peises that are piled up.

The Honoravy Minister: Who abuses the
Act!?

How. 11, J. YELLAN{: 1 am not here
to inform the lonorary Minister if he does
not hatlier to follow the discussions that
Lave taken place.
abase the Aet!

The 1lonorary Minister: But who doe-

Hon, 1L, J. YELLAND: For every £1tM
that was peid in premiums the companiex
have te pay owl in compensation £135.
Ahuses of {he Aet must have taken place.

The Honorary Minister: By whom!?

Hon. A, Lovekin: Ask Dr. Saw, Ie will
uive you day eud date for a few things thut
will surprise you.

Hon. J. Cornell:
for all nationalities.

The PRESTDENT: I would remind hon.
members that My, Yelland is addressing the
Clnir.

Hon. H. .J. YELLAND: This is an
additional hurden that has a considerahle
effect upon industry. The future of Western
Australia depends largely upon the develop-
ment of onr wheat land=. Tle imposition

The rate is the same



[20 Avgosr, 1929.}

ol this extra charge will undoubtedly affect
the future progress of the State, and must
in turn affect po-terity, I had no intention
of referring to the Hospital Bill, but T can-
not allow to go unchallenged a statement
made by Mr. Fraser.

Hon. G. Fraser: Which statement?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The hon. mem-
her said that this House was responsible for
ihe rejection of the Bill.

Hon. G. Fraser: Whas it not?

1lTon. H. J. YELLAND: The statement
has been distributed far and wide, and
fostered by continned aflirmation in the
terms expressed by Mr, Fraser.

Hon. &. Fraser: That is not correct.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: To-night, how-
ever, Mr. Lovekin Mew his srgument to
atoms, and showed how the Bill was actn-
ally dealt with.

The Honovary Minister:
yon all the facts.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The Government
shoulil thank the Chamber for deleting the
clanse that provided for subsidies for pri-
vate enterprise. 1t took out of the Bill a
principle that is a violation of those
miopted by the party to which the Govern-
ment belong. As a State we can ouly pay
vir debts out of our primary productions.
The subject, therefore, is one of great im-
portance to every Government. In common
with other members, I was greatly inter-
ested in an article that appeared in the
**West Anstralian'’ last month by Sir
James DMitchell on the subject of the
world's food supplies. The hon. gentleman
has made a study of this subject for many
sears, and epitomized his thought and read-
g in a concrete way in that partieular ar-
ticle. He visualised the world's needs and
our partieular place in supplying them. We
must advanee by our development. We
hove mueh undeveloped resources yet to
tuiich, and the sooner these are brought
into nse the hetter will it be for our coun-
trv. The only other way to profit by our
resources is to increase the produetivity
of the land that is at present undeveloped.
Not much has been done in the past few
vears to bring our virgin lands into use. T am
rather disappointed at what has been ac-
vomplished by the Lands Department. The
3500 farms scheme has been in the air for
a couple of years, but nothing seems fo
have heen done except that we have had
three or four visits from the Migration

He did not give
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Cuvimission who have made certain recom-
mendations. Some of these have been car-
ried out, and others have apparently been
shelved.  We still do not know exactly
what has been done; and [ suggest that if
the Development and Migration Commission
are not prepaved te allow us to go ahead
with the scheme, and if the raintall is sat-
isfactory, we should go ahead with it our-
selves. We know we have the land, and
we know we have the ingennity to carry
the whole proposal throngh. [f the rain-
fall is assured, we shall he nble to settle
the land with the money that will pour into
the State if only our Government announce
that the land is available for selection.
Then that area will be setttled in the same
way as our wheat lands were developed
from 1990 onwards. Just as Sir James
Miteliell opened the wheat belt in 1910, so
we can open up the 3,300 farws territory
to-day if only it is thvown open to all ear-
inz to select on it. The one c¢ondition es-
sential is that the rainfall be =ufficient fo
ensute the necessary production. In the
second instance, with respect to the fur-
ther development of those of our lands that
are already producing, the applieation of
stience in this direction should receive the
ilo-e attenlion of the Oovernment, In agri-
¢ttltural vesearch mich remnin-~ to he done.
A great deal is nperessary in c¢onnection
with the combating of braxy-like disease,
the lucerne flea, red mite, and such other
pests as have already been mentioned. They
call for biologieal investigation, and I am
delighted to know that there is a possibility
of our getting somewherc near the mark
in the treatment of braxy-like disease. We
know, hewever, that many of cur clovers
and other fodders in the South-West are
heing attacked by red mite, which is
spreading rapidly. It is evident, therefore,
that something should be done in this direc-
tion at the earliest possible date.  The
Ruyal Agricultural Soviety have now moved
with respect to the matter, and I wish to
express my appreciation of the promptness
with which the Council of Seientific Re-
search responded to our application and
promised to give help. When in Adelaile
a little while ago, T had an opportunity of
visiting the agricultural resear¢h farm
thers, and was more than interested in
the fodder experiments that were in pro-
gress. The experiments have shown that
there are possibilities of increasing our
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prodnction of fodders alike in the drier
lands, the wheat{ areas, and the wet
lands of our South-West. Experiments
have been conducted suitably to the varions
classes of land. T suggest that it is quite
within the bounds of propriety for the Gov-
enument to make available an amount of
money whereby similar experiments could
be conducted at some of our experimental
farms, Towards 1910 a parody was written
upon “*The Charge of the Light Brigade”
in allusion to the GOD000 aeres of sand-
plain which Sir James Mitchell in those
days was advertising. 1 tried to wet a copy
of the parody, because it would be very
interesting to hon. members, especially in
view of the development that has since taken
place on those land=. At that time Sir James
Mitchell was anathematised for having sug-
gested that anyone should =cttle on light
land:. Now, however, with the advent of
the Iupins, with the development of a variety
of oats suitable tor that particular class of
land, and with the general advancement in
svienee, those 600,000 acves are practieallv
all under ecultivetion, and men are deinge
remarkably well upon them. I would have
liked to quote that parody just to shew hon.
members what was then thought of any sua-
pestion of settling on light lands. It would
be most interesting to compare the predie-
tion with the results actually achieved. The
application of science has given a great im-
petus to the development of our light lands;
and I feel that on other lines the applica-
tion of science should he continued, since
such line resuits have already bheen achieved.
Mention has been made of the importation
of Al:atian dogs. There are good and bad
mwonyr all elasses of dogs, and it is quite
possible to find a most loval and affectionate
dog of the Alsatian breed. However, one
must not vlose one's eyes to the faet that the
Alsatian dog is very nearly allied to the
wolt of the north of Europe. Naturally the
instinets of the wolf will eventually come up
in the Alsatian dog, and when they do come
up the position is highly dangerous to every-
one. In addition, there is the diffienlty that
& ¢ross with our dingo will have a tendency
-—or o it is stated—to bring out the very
worst instinets that are in the dog. Tt is
this ditfienlty that producers as a whole are
most afraid of, and it is therefore better
that we should bar the advent of an animal
which is likely to create such possibilities,
than to have the difficalty which would arise
if Alsatians turned wild and crossed with
owr nalive dogs,

[COUNCIL)

Hon. J. Cornell: The dangers are mostly
lmaginary.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: No; they are too
real to be disregarded. With respect {o the
transport of sheep, I took the opportunity
an the opening day to ask the Chief Seere-
tary certain questions. They were guestions
to whiech I conld have ascertuined the
answers myself, hut that course would not
have resulted in the information being given
to the House. The answers showed that the
transport of stoek ifrom ioland is not re-
eciving the necded expedition. I also took
the trouble to work out—and 1 am sorvy |
have not brought the detgiled information
with me—the difference hetween the cost of
transport by train and that of transport by
motor truck. The extra ¢ost of bringing
down sheep by motor truck worked out, 1
think, at 6d. per head. They left their
destination 24 hours after the time at which
it would have heen necessary to despatch
them by train. The distance was 170 miles.
When leaving by train, sheep have to be
londed on the evening of Monday. They
tlhen leave eurly on Tuesday morning—1 am
referring mow to Bruee Rock—and reach
their destination at about 2 o’clock on Wed-
ne=day morning. Thereupon they are um-
trucked, and put into the yard ready for
sale on Wednesday morning, When sent by
ntotor trueck the sheep are loaded on the
evening of Tuesday, travel all night, and are
put inte the yards fresh on Wednesday
morning.  Naturally, with the freshness of
arriving in good condition they realise 2
higher price in the market. The farmer is
undoubtedly prepared to pay a little extra
freizht if he is going to remlise move than
the difference in higher selling prices. What
1 s mest anxious ahout is the loss of rev-
enue to the Railway Department.

The ionorary Minister: How would the
sy~tem apply to a large number of sheep!?

Hon. H. J. YELLAXD: In that case a
larze bumber of trucks would be required.
Every farmer could arrange to have a truck
on his farm, and it would pay him to run
his ~heep down him=elf. [ am greatly afraid
that the transport of sheep over the rail-
ways, cvepecially from the wheat helt and
from the lower North, will exercise a marked
¢flret upon the Railway Department in the
tuture. ‘Vhile I want to see the departent
ubfain the business, it is up to them to try
to compete with the more expeditious method
of trinsporting sheep, so that the business
may he retained to the State. Regarding
the age for leaving school, } wish to wention
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one point. The matter has been discussed
freely in the I'ress of late. I consider the
time has arvived when most of our children
should he refained at school a little longer
{han is now the e¢ase, The present is an age
of eduvation, and the boy or girl who is
tuken away from school before he or she has
been put educationally upen the same foot-
ing with hix or her fellows, will be placed
at a disadvantage tor life. While I consider
that a sudden change to 16 years would be
ill-advised, I think the Government would
do well to give sevious consideration to in-
creasing the leaving age to 15 years.

Hon. J. Fwing: What wenld it eost?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: 1 am coming to
that.  Associated with that question comes
the apprenticeship problem. It is diffieult
for a young fellow to leave shool at 14 and
bewin his apprenticeship at about 16. There
is a hreak in between, and a bhoy does not
realise at that age what is required of him
in life. If the leaving age were extended.
the child would be given an opportunity to
decide for himself’ or herself what to take up
as life work.

Hon. J. Cornell: Would it not be better
to make the standard of education the lead-
ihg consideration, and not the age?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: That question
would have to he considered ag well. How-
ever, evervone adwits that there is the break
to which | have referred hetween the
leaving age and the age at which apprentice-
ship =tarts, or at which the child zoes to &
youth's nr a maid’s job. There is a lack
of continuity in the child’s progress. If the
Minister would get his experts to work,
doubtless something satisfactery to the
whole State would be evolved. After all, the
education of our children means the placing
of our coming generations on a sound foot-
ing, and on an equality with the rest of the
world. That is the attitude I take with
regard to the cost of our Edueation Depait-
ment. 1 would net stint that department in
any way, for I feel that our future well-
heing depends upon cur ability to stand
shoulder to shoulder with the rest of the
world. That end will be achieved by
developing the mind as well as the
physique of our rising generation. Be-
fore eoncluding 1 wish to refer to the
development of some of our railways, and
it is bere that the Honorary BMinister may
perhaps have oceasivn to retort that T am
asking for sumething in spite of the condi-
tion of the finances. I would like to hear
n statement regarding the Brookton-Arma-

E {0

dale railway. We must recognise that the
strain on the narrow railway in bringing
all the stock and prodnce from the eastern
wheat belt as well as a good deal from the
Great Southern district is too bheavy. It
represents too severe a tax upon the very
nurrow line of railway restricted by the
bottle neck. We must bear in mind that
some of the land along the route of the
Brookton-Armadale railway has been settled
for nearly 80 years. The railway was au-
thorised about six years ago,

Hon. G. Fraser: The settlers there are
giving away their turkeys now,

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: [ consider that
thuse people are entitled to a definite reply
to the request of the deputation that waited
upon the Government recently in respect of
ibe completion of the line. I much regret
that I was unable to aitend the deputation
but, as I was suffering from influenza, it
was quite Impossible. Another line that
has been amthurised for many years is the
Yarramony eastwards railways. While I do
not propose at this stage that it should be
built, I hope hon. members will bear in
mind the faet, indicated in the Press re-
cently, that there is a possibility that the
survey of the Trans line may tollow that
particular route. I feel that consideration
should be given to those seitlers whu have
heen practically isolated for so many years,
during which they have been deprived of
the advantages of a railway. I do not kuow
that there is anything more that T need
refer to at present. T trast the Minister
will accept the eriticism T have voiced in
the spirit in which I have endeavoured to
present it. While I have had oceasion to
criticise him as a member of the Govern-
ment, I, in common with all other members,
afill hold him in the highest respect for his
intenions and integrity. I support the
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply.

On motion by the Honorary Minister,
debate adjourned.

BILL—WORKERS' HOMES.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

House adjonrned at 9.34 pom,




